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The   Faneuil  Hall  Concert 

It  is  a  pleasant  task  indeed  to  tell  our 
readers  of  the  grand  concert  our  school 
Band  ^ave  at  Faneuil  Hall,  in  Boston,  on 
April  24.  Those  who  have  attended  this 
long  series  of  annual  concerts  agreed  un- 
animously thattheboys  this  year  more  than 
upheld  the  tradition  of  fine  musicianship 
and  manly  bearing  which  has  stamped  our 
boys  over  the  years. 

Our  band  director,  Mr.  Warren,  was 
in  a  genial,  happy  mood  as  he  led  the  boys 
in  a  variety  of  compositions.  Concert 
overtures,  military  marches,  novelties  and 
solo  performances  made  up  a  well  balanced 
program.  Certainly  a  band  concert  should 
be  entertaining,  and  surely  the  1957  Band 
gave  their  listeners  a  pleasant  evening. 
Key  numbers  in  the  concert  were  splen- 
didly performed  by  Robert  Grignon,  Basil 
Veglas  and  Barry  Fuller,  each  of  whom 
had  solo  work  to  do. 

The  Oriental  Band  consisted  of  ten 
boys  garbed  in  Eastern  costumes,  through 
the  kindness  of  members  of  the  Aleppo 
Temple.  Led  by  Linda  Cain,  ten  year 
old  sister  of  two  of  our  band  members, 
playing  the  part  of  the  Queen  of  Sheba, 
this  unit  played  three  Eastern  tunes.  The 
costumes,  the  rather  weird  music  and  the 
snake  act  novelty  made  this  an  entertain- 
ing highlight. 

Howard  B.  Ellis,  our  former  band 
director,  was  present,  and  spoke  congrat- 


ulating the  boys  on  their  musicianship  and 
fine  appearance.  He  has  been  a  guest 
conductor  at  every  Faneuil  Hall  concert 
since  this  series  began  in  1937.  We  warmly 
appreciate  his  abiding  interest. 

Although  the  concert  was  not  intended 
to  be  a  service  commemorating  the  One 
Hundredth  Anniversary  of  America's 
First  School  Band,  many  wonderful 
messages  were  received  congratulating 
the  Band  on  reaching  the  century  mile- 
stone. Just  as  the  evening's  music  was 
about  to  begin  a  telegram  came  from  Pres- 
ident Eisenhower,  and  another  from  our 
trustee,  Senator  Saltonstall.  We  were 
pleased  to  receive  a  fine  letter  from  Sen- 
ator George  D.  Aiken  of  Vermont,  who 
pointed  out  that  the  foundation  of  the 
Band  rested  upon  men  from  the  Green 
Mountain  State,  for  the  founder  of  the 
Band,  and  the  Headmasters  of  the  School 
for  the  past  100  years  have  been  native 
Vermonters. 

We  received  greetings  also  from 
Chester  E.  Merrow,  member  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  who,  as  a 
former  school  teacher,  had  several  of  our 
former  band  boys  in  his  classes.  Governor 
Furcolo  sent  a  warm  message,  and  Mayor 
Hynes  sent  congratulations.  Many,  many 
other  messages  of  good  will  were  received 
from  alumni,  former  teachers,  and  other 
friends  of  the  Band.     National  and  state 
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education  associations,  through  their  offic- 
cers,  sent  official  greetings. 

Dr.  Warren  Freeman,  former  Dean 
of  the  Boston  University  School  of  Music, 
was  warm  in  his  praise  of  the  work  being 
done  musically  at  Thompson  Academy. 
A  nationally  known  music  educator,  he 
has  long  been  a  grand  friend  of  Thomp- 
son's Island  boys. 

In  every  way  the  1957  concert  was  a 
wonderful  event.  It  will  be  remembered 
by  all  as  an  outstanding  milestone  in  the 
illustrious  history  of  the  Thompson 
Academy  band.  We  extend  heartfelt 
thanks  to  those  who  contributed  to  its 
success, — the  boys  themselves.  Major 
Warren,  the  guest  conductors,  our  alumni, 
parents  and  others  who  are  content  to  be 
called  "friends"  of  the  Band. 

The  program,  and  roster  of  the  Band, 
are  printed  below. 


PROGRAM 

March— Fort  Gay 

Overture— Cyrene 

Cornet  Solo— My  Regards 
Robert  H.    Grignon 


Fulton 
Llewellyn 

Huffine 


March— Them   Basses 

Oriental  Band 

Barry  R.  Fuller,  Leader 

Trombone  Solo— Basil  Albee 

Basil  T.  Veglas 

Announcements 

Overture — The  Lantern  Marriage 

Novelty — Guess  Conductor 

(Programmed   upon  numerous  requests) 

Selection — Fantasy  for  Band    Erkkson 

Novelty — Syncopated  Clock    Anderson 

March— Gate  City  Weldon 

Star  Spangled  Banner 
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Roster  of  the  Band 

Mr.  Frank  L.  Warren,   Conductor 

Clarinets 

Barry  R.   Fuller 
Harold  P.  Hanna,  Jr. 
Peter  B.  Hersey 
W.  Harrison  Morse 
Donald  G.  Oke 
Ronald  A.  Oke 
William  A.  Weber 
Ronald  L.  Zisk 


Cornets 

Loren  E.   Cain 
Earl  A.  Chamberlain 
John  W.   Cronin 
Thomas  C.   Cronin 
David  E.   Ficks 
Gregory  F.   Ford 
Kenneth  D.   Ford 
Robert  H.  Grignon 
Robert  C.   Hanes 


Altos 

George  H.   Mader 
John  K.   Rowlingson 
Thomas  J.  Walker 
Michael  C.  Veglas 

Trombones 

Hathorne  A.  Burnham 
William  H.   Cain 
William  F.  James 
Donald  H.  Trask 
Basil  T.  Veglas 

Baritones 

Albert  K.  Ellis 
Carleton  G.   Skinner 


Drums 

Douglas  V.   Brings 
Harold  B.   McAnney 
Donald  E.   Robicheau 
Steven  R.   Wellington 


Saxophone 
George  D, 


McPeek 


Basses 

Thomas  Angelos 
John  E.  Lennon 
Stanton  H.   Pearson 

Band  Secretary 
Daniel  J,   Ireson 


Topics    in    Brief 

"Big  Brother"  Bob  Emery  of  radio 
and  TV  fame  arranged  for  a  special 
Thompson  Academy  program  on  April 
30.  Life  at  the  school  was  depicted  on 
film.  Mr.  Pearl  and  Mr.  Emery  discussed 
the  growth  of  the  school  since  the  days 
when  Bob  was  a  student  here.  The  band 
concert  at  F'aneuil  Hall  had  been  recorded 
on  film,  and  the  highlights  of  this  concert 
were  televised.  Mr.  Warren  and  Mr. 
Albee  were  on  hand  to  tell  of  the  concert. 
It  was  a  line  television  show,  and  we 
appreciate  the  kindness  of  Bob  Emery  in 
arranging  for  our  school  to  be  on  WBZ- 
TV. 


An  old  friend  of  the  Band,  Mr.  Eliot 
Henderson,  had  an  important  part  in  the 
Scout  pageant.  The  boys  received  high 
praise  for  their  part  in  this  very  successful 
and  worth  while  Boy  Scout  activity. 

This  is  baseball  season,  and  the 
national  game  has  attracted  the  attention 
of  all  of  our  boys.  Our  varsity  team  has 
done  well,  and  the  junior  varsity  also. 
This  is  the  first  year  we  have  had  a  junior 
team,  and  it  has  aroused  much  interest 
among  our  younger  players.  Those  not 
participating  in  these  two  teams  are 
playing  an  intramural  series  of  softball 
games. 

The  Parents  Council  met  on  May  5, 
with  President  Ficks  in  the  chair.  Mr. 
Pearl  explained  our  marking  system  in 
detail,  and  spoke  concerning  the  courses 
of  study  for  the  academic  year  1957-1958. 
Mr.  Stevens  related  incidents  which  he 
meets  in  his  work  as  Director  of  Ad- 
missions, some  of  which  were  most 
interesting.  Mr.  Albee  told  of  the  fine 
publicity  which  the  Academy  has  been 
receiving,  and  of  plans  for  the  future  in 
regard  to  getting  our  story  more  wide- 
spread.    It  was  a  fine  meeting. 

The  eighth  graders  had  charge  of  the 
Sunday  evening  vespers  on  May  5. 
Dale  Aiken  served  capably  as  announcer, 
and  many  of  the  class  members  took  part 
in  a  variety  of  entertaining  features.  We 
hope  that  this  is  but  the  first  in  a  series  of 
class  programs,  and  hasten  to  add  that  the 
other  grades  will  need  to  work  to  equal 
the  work  of  the  eighth  graders  in  this 
field. 


At  the  invitation  of  Col.  Gary,  of  the  Our  farm  has  been  an  extremely  busy 

Boston  Council  of  Boy  Scouts,  our  Band  place    this    month,     under    the     capable 

took  part  in  the  12th  annual  Minute  Man  direction  of  Mr.  Baird.     This  is  always  a 

pilgrimage    at   Lexington    on    April    27.  busy  season,  but  it  seemed  that  this  year 
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it  was  busier  than  ever.  The  cold  weather 
during  April  did  not  help,  and  now  a  long 
drought  may  have  a  bearing  on  ultimate 
results,  particularly  in  the  hay  crop. 

We  have  been  very  fortunate  in  secur- 
ing a  navy  landing  craft  to  replace  our 
freight  barge,  which  has  seen  its  best 
days.  This  newest  addition  to  our  fleet 
has  advantages  which  are  important  to  us. 
It  is  about  the  same  length  as  our  freight 
barge,  but  is  somewhat  narrower. 

The  May  meeting  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees  was  held  at  the  School  on  May  8. 
The  members  enjoyed  lunch  in  the  Bow- 
ditch  House  dining  room,  sitting  at  tables 
with  the  students.  Mr.  Ralph  Lindsey, 
who  will  be  our  Supervisor  of  Instruction 
next  year,  met  with  the  Board  to  discuss 
plans  for  a  summer  day  camp,  which  the 
Academy  will  operate  for  six  weeks,  be- 
ginning July  8. 

During  the  past  two  years  much  study 
has  been  given  to  modernizing  our  food 
service  equipment.  We  have  reporte-d  the 
purchase  and  installation  of  some  of  this 
equipment.  Very  recently  there  has  been 
installed  in  our  kitchen  a  Vulcan  hot-top 
range,  a  Vulcan  3  deck  baking  and  roasting 
oven  and  a  Pitco  24x24  fryolator.  We  be- 
lieve we  now  have  a  complete,  modern 
food  service  department  of  which  any 
school  could  well  boast,  and  which  will 
prove  a  real  economy  as  well  as  a  very 
efficient  asset  in  our  overall  plant. 

News  of  the  Alumni 
Roger  K.  Smith,  '23,  is  a  captain 
with  the  Trans  World  Airlines.  He  made 
our  band  a  fine  and  much  needed  gift 
just  in  time  for  our  Faneuil  Hall  concert, 
— that  of  an  excellent  silverplated  bari- 
tone horn.  Captain  Smith  was  enroute  to 
Paris,  and  had  a  very  brief  stopover  at 
Logan,  thus  giving  him  opportunity  to 
get  the  instrument  to  us  in  time  for  our 
annual  concert.     Your  secretary  had  the 


pleasure  of  announcing  the  gift  from 
the  stage  of  Faneuil  Hall.  Thank  you, 
Captain  Smith! 

Ernest  N.  Jorgensen,  '08,  writes 
an  interesting  note  telling  us  that  he 
retired  in  January,  1956.  Although  he  is 
concerned  with  all  school  activities,  he 
writes  mainly  about  the  band,  in  which 
he  played  snare  drum.  He  recalls  such 
illustrious  names  as  LeRoy  Kenfield, 
Harold  Brenton  and  John  R.  Morse, 
three  musicians  who  were  known  to 
decades  of  Thompson  Academy  musicians. 
He  enjoys  the  BEACON  with  its  alumni 
news. 

The  Jorgensens,  who  have  been 
married  for  45  years,  live  at  164  Wilson 
Road,  in  Nahant,  Mass.  They  have 
three  daughters  and  two  grandchildren. 
We  hope  that  they  will  be  with  us  on 
Alumni  Day. 

Raymond  H.  McQuesten,  '23,  and 
Mrs,  McQuesten,  were  recent  visitors. 
The  graduates  of  the  1930's  will  remember 
the  excellent  illusitrative  display  which 
Mr.  McQuesten  built  (or  our  use.  He  con- 
tinues in  the  same  line  of  work,  that  of 
the  construction  of  Industrial  Exhibits.  The 
McQuestens  live  at  1504  Athens  Road, 
Green  Acres,  Wilmington,  Delaware. 

A  salute  to  ROBERT  P.  DONNELLY, 
Class  of  1943,  who  flew  to  Boston  from 
his  home  in  Milwaukee,  so  as  to  be  pres- 
ent at  the  Faneuil  Hall  band  concert.  He 
is  a  printer,  and  it  just  so  happened  that 
flights  were  scheduled  so  that  he  lost  a 
minimum  of  time  from  his  work.  We 
were  delighted  that  he  could  be  with  us. 

Oflicers  of    the  Alumni   Association 

Charles  O.  Rolfe,  '15,  President 
George  O.  Poole,  '27,  Vice  President 

Clifton  E.  Albee,  '21,  Secretary 

Donald  S.  MacPherson,  '17,  Treasurer 

G.  George  Larsson,  '17,  Historian 
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The  Baccalaureate  Service 

The  Baccalaureate  Service  for  the 
Class  of  1957  was  held  on  Sunday  after- 
noon, .Tune  2.  Because  of  inclement 
weather  the  service  was  held  in  our 
chapel,  rather  than  out-of-doors  as  origi- 
nally planned. 

The  Rev,  John  Crocker,  of  Trinity 
Church.  Boston,  gave  the  address  to  the 
graduates.  He  prefaced  his  sermon  with 
the  statement  that  "Life  is  an  adventure 
in  confidence."  He  then  developed  a 
theme  in  which  he  gave  to  the  audience 
much  practical,  worth  while  advice.  If 
our  young  graduates  will  put  into  use  just 
a  few  of  the  truths  he  gave  them  they  will 
be  richly  rewarded.  His  main  point  was 
that  each  of  us  must  have  confidence  in 
his  ability,  and  he  must  be  willing  to  pay 
the  price  of  confidence  by  the  hard  work 
of  thorough  preparation.  We  thank  Mr. 
Crocker  for  coming  to  us  with  a  timely, 
sincere    and    thought-provoking  message. 

The  service  was  directed  by  our 
school  chaplain,  Mr.  Kehew.  Our  super- 
visor of  instruction.  Dr.  Cook,  gave  the 
Benediction.  Class  members  who  par- 
ticipated included  Loren  Cain,  Steven 
Wellington,  John  Cronin,  Basil  Veglas, 
and  William  James.  Mr.  Kihlstrom 
accompanied   the  singing  of  four  hymns. 

The  service  was  attended  by  a  large 
number  of  parents  and  friends,  and  it  was 
the    first  Baccalaureate  to  be  held  at  the 


school.     Heretofore  we  have  utilized  the 
facilities  of  an  intown  church. 

Old  North  Church  Service 

Our  Band  took  part  in  the  Presen- 
tation of  Flags  to  the  Old  North  Church 
by  the  Batterymarch  Post  of  the  American 
Legion,  William  H.  Burke,  Commander, 
on  Sunday  evening  June  2.  The  Rt.  Rev. 
Anson  Phelps  Stokes,  Bishop  of  Mass- 
achusetts, accepted  the  Flags  in  a  short, 
but  impressive  address.  Rev.  Howard  P- 
Kellet,  Vicar  of  the  historic  old  church 
delivered  the  address  of  the  evening,  and 
stressed  the  importance  of  living  under 
God  in  order  to  better  serve  one's  country. 

The  boys  had  never  been  in  this 
church  of  Paul  Revere  fame,  and  it  was  a 
fine  opportunity  for  them  to  acquaint 
themselves  with  a  landmark  in  American 
history.  Mr.  Kellet  regretted  that  it  was 
not  an  opportune  time  to  see  certain  parts 
of  the  church,  but  invited  the  boys  to 
return  when  circumstances  would  allow 
them  to  see  at  close  hand  some  of  the 
remarkable  and  reverent  parts  of  the 
historic  structure. 

The  service  was  beautiful,  and  it  was 
a  privilege  to  have  a  part  in  it. 

A  few  days  after  the  service,  Mr. 
Pearl  received  a  nice  letter  from  the  Vicar 
of  the  Church,  congratulating  the  Band 
on  its  fine  job,  and  inviting  the  Academy 
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to  make  use  of  the  facilities  of  the  Church 
whenever  circumstances  permit.  We  ap- 
preciate Mr.  Kellet's  fine  letter  very 
much. 

The  Music  Festivals 
Our  Band  participated  in  the  North- 
eastern School  Music  Festival  in  Concord 
on  May  4,  and  in  the  Southeastern 
Festival  one  week  later.  The  boys  did 
extremely  well  at  both  festivals,  receiving 
the  highest  rating  possible  from  their 
adjudicator,  who  wrote,  "This  is  a  trem- 
endous band  from  a  small  school.  The 
boys  show  the  result  of  excellent  musical 
training."  The  critical  point  was  made 
that  the  band  could  be  an  even  finer 
musical  organization  if  more  woodwind 
instruments  could  be  added  to  the  instru- 
mentation, particularly  flutes,  oboes,  bas- 
soons and  saxophones.  Perhaps  some 
day  we  will  be  able  to  do  this. 

Dorchester  Parade 
Our  Band  had  a  prominent  part  in 
the  civic  parade  held  in  Dorchester  on 
Memorial  Day.  The  boys  then  played 
for  Memorial  services  in  the  Cedar  Grove 
cemetery.  The  Band  was  reviewed  by 
state  and  local  dignitaries,  including 
Lieutenant  Governor  Murphy  and  Mayor 
Hynes.  The  drill  team  marched  with 
the  band,  and  both  units  carried  our  new 
banner,  in  blue  with  gold  lettering,  read- 
ing, "Thompson  Academy  Band,  Foun- 
ded 1857."  Meanwhile  the  boys  at  the 
school,  under  the  direction  of  our 
chaplain,  Mr.  Kehew,  held  simple,  but 
impressive  exercises  at  our  little  cemetery. 
Beautiful  weather  aided  in  making  the 
Memorial  Day  exercises  especially  mean- 
ingful. The  address  by  Lieut.-Gov. 
Murphy  in  the  quiet  dignity  of  Cedar 
Grove  Cemetery  was  especially  fine. 
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Dr.  Cook  Retires 
Dr.  John  B.  Cook,  our  Supervisor 
of  Instruction,  has  been  an  educator  for 
over  a  half  century.  He  retires  this  year 
and  we  wish  him  ail  the  happiness  he  so 
richly  deserves.  He  addressed  the  school 
at  Vespers  on  May  26,  and  recounted 
some  of  the  experiences  he  had  met  in 
the  teaching  profession.  He  then  ad- 
monished the  boys  to  have  the  will  to  do 
great  things,  and  gave  illustrations  of  men 
who  had  accomplished  notable  successes 
because  of  their  inner  sense  of  duty.  He 
then  passed  on  to  our  boys  the  same  advice 
hiii  father  had  given  him  when,  as  a 
youth,  he  embarked  on  a  college  career, 
"Be  a  Man,  My  Son." 

Alumni  Field  Day 

The  Annual  Field  Day  of  the  Thomp- 
son Academy  Alumni  Association  was 
held  on  Saturday,  June  1.  President 
Charles  Rolfe  headed  the  Committee  for 
the  day..  There  were  125  alumni  and 
friends  in  attendance.  The  group  arrived 
in  time  for  a  tasty  lunch,  prepared  and 
served  under  the  direction  of  our  chef, 
Mr.  Cox.  In  the  afternoon  the  annual 
baseball  game  between    the   school  team 


send  copies  of  these  newspaper  articles  to 
our  readers  upon  request. 

Our  sea  scouters  had  a  trip  long-to-be 
remembered  when  they  set  sail  for  a  four 
day  trip  to  Maine  in  their  own  ship.  The 
tale  of  adventures  which  the  boys  en- 
countered are  numerous  enough  to  make 
a  book,  but  suffice  to  say  here  that  the 
boys  had  a  notable  experience.  Along 
with  the  pleasant  hours  aboard  ship  there 
were  some  not  so  pleasant.  Some  of  the 
boys  became  seasick  their  first  day  at  sea, 
and  an  engine  breakdown  added  to  the 
excitement.  The  ten  who  made  the  trip 
unanimously  agreed  that  it  was  a  high 
point  in  their  school  life. 

The  baseball  season  has  ended  and 
our  varsity  team  had  an  improved  record 
over  the  accomplishment  of  last  year's 
nine.  The  boys  won  five,  lost  three  and 
tied  one  game.  The  Junior  varsity  also 
had  a  good  record.  Our  schedule  was 
made  up  entirely  of  private  school 
opponents,  and  our  two  teams  played  a 
total  of  16  games. 

We  warmly  appreciate  the  fine 
newspaper  articles  which  have  appeared 


and  the  alumni  was  much  enjoyed.     The     recently  in  which  the  one  hundred  years 


weather  was  ideal,  and  all  present  had  a 
happy  time. 

Topics    in    Brief 

We  hope  that  our  readers  saw  the 
very  fine  articles  which  appeared  in  the 
Boston  Traveler  on  May  17  and  in  the 
Christian  Science  Monitor  on  May  31. 
Both  were  superbly  written.  The  Traveler 
piece  had  three  excellent  illustrations 
and  the  Monitor  introduced  its  story  by  a 
four  column  photo  on  the  first  page.  We 
warmly    appreciate    the     work     of     Mr. 


history  of  our  school  band  has  been 
chronicled.  The  Boston  Sunday  Globe 
carried  an  especially  fine  piece  on  May  12, 
which  traced  the  early  beginnings  of  the 
band,  and  paid  a  special  tribute  to  the 
band's  founder,  John  R.  Morse,  and  the 
band's  first  sponsor,  Stephen  DeBlois,  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  a 
century  ago.  The  Quincy  Patriot  Ledger 
on  Friday  May  10,  had  a  picture  of  our 
first  band  and  an  account  written  by  Percy 
Lane. 

The   annual    meeting    of    the    Mass- 


Weston  of  the  Traveler,  and  Miss  Tavel     achusetts  Children's  Home    Study  Group 
of  the  Monitor.    We  would  be  pleased  to     was  held  at  our  school  on  Thursday,  May 
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16.  It  was  an  all  day  program.  Among 
outstanding  speakers  were  our  headmaster, 
Mr.  Pearl,  and  Mr.  Roger  C.  Fenn, 
Headmaster  of  the  Fenn  School,  in  Con- 
cord. Ralph  E.  Stevens,  our  Director  of 
Admission,  was  chairman  of  the  meeting. 
The  attendance  was  gratifying,  and  all 
voted  the  day  a  stimulating  success.  The 
theme  of  the  meeting  was,  "School  Living 
as  Preparation  for  Life."  Although  the 
schedule  was  a  bit  crowded,  many  of 
those  present  were  able  to  take  a  brief 
period  in  which  to  visit  some  of  the  de- 
partments of  the  school. 

The  Class  of  1957  enjoyed  an  outing 
to  Canobie  Lake  on  May  25,  at  the 
invitation  of  Mrs.  Arthur  Adams,  Mrs. 
Adams  has  for  many  years  made  pro- 
vision for  this  excursion  and  her  kindness 
is  very  much  appreciated  by  the  gradu- 
ating class. 

In  the  mid  1920*s  we  constructed  an 
outdoor  stage  which  has  been  used 
annually  for  summertime  activities.  This 
year,  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Kihlstrom, 
this  stage  has  been  almost  completely  re- 
built. It  is  an  important  facility,  and  we 
are  happy  that  it  is  now  in  such  excellent 
condition. 

Many  of  the  boys  have  enjoyed  the 
movie,  "Around  the  World  in  Eighty 
Days,"  as  the  result  of  winning  room 
inspection  awards  during  the  past  two 
weeks.     It  is  a  film  well  worth  seeing. 

Ofl&cers  of   the  Alumni   Association 

Charles  O.  Rolfe,  '15,  President 
George  O.  Poole,  '27.  Vice  President 

CHfton  E.  Albee,  '21,  Secretary 

Donald  S.  MacPherson,  '17,  Treasurer 

G.  George  Larsson,  '17,  Historian 

Alumni  Semi-Annual  Meeting 
The    semi-annual     meeting     of    the 
Thompson  Academy  Alumni  Association 


was  held  at  the  Museum  of  Science^ 
Boston,  on  Wednesday  evening,  May  15, 
1957.  President  Charles  O.  Rolfe  called 
the  meeting  to  order  at  8:45. 

The  Bell  Fund  Committee,  through 
Chairman  George  O.  Poole,  made  its 
report,  which  showed  much  serious, think- 
ing and  hard  work.  With  minor  changes 
it  was  voted  to  accept  the  report,  which 
recommended  that  the  Bell  Fund  become 
merged  with  the  Alumni  Fund.  Regu- 
lations governing  this  Fund  will  become  a 
part  of  our  Constitution  and  By  Laws,  of 
course,  and  each  member  will  receive  a 
copy  when  the  printing  is  completed. 

The  Committee  on  the  Constitution 
and  By  Laws  made  its  report.  It  was 
voted  to  accept  the  report,  and  to  have 
the  new  Constitution  mailed  to  all  ' 
members.  Merton  P.  Ellis,  '97,  and  his 
Committee  did  a  fine  job  on  this  assign- 
ment and  deserve  the  thanks  of  our 
membership  for  their  efforts. 

At  this  meeting  then,  our  Association 
accomplished  a  great  deal,  due  to  the 
membership  of  the  Committees  and  their 
chairmen.  We  are  all  grateful  to  these 
men  for  their  efforts.  It  was  a  fine 
meeting. 

Our  treasurer,  Donald  S.  MacPherson, 
gave  an  interim  report,  which  showed 
the  Association  to  be  in  a  healthy  financial 
condition. 

The  meeting  adjourned  at  10:30  p.  m. 

We  regret  to  report  the  death  on 
April  6  of  William  Davis  Warren,  Class 
of  1897,  in  Boston.  Mr.  Warren,  who 
was  a  brother  of  our  band  director.  Major 
Frank  Warren,  will  be  remembered  by 
some  of  the  graduates,  for  he  occasionally 
went  with  the  Band  on  concert  trips. 

We  hope  that  our  alumni  who  live  at 
a  distance  and  travel  to  this  area  this 
summer,  will  plan  to  visit  the  School. 
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First  High  School  Glass  Graduates 
The  Class  of  1957  was  graduated  on 
June  7,  and,  for  the  first  time  since  our 
school  was  founded  in  1814,  the  diplomas 
awarded  were  for  the  completion  of  high 
school  work.  Until  1923  grammar  school 
subjects  only  were  taught.  At  that  time 
two  years  of  high  school  were  added  and 
now,  34  years  later,  the  full  high  school 
course  is  provided  our  boys.  A  great  step 
forward  has  been  taken — and,  in  truth, 
another  wonderful  milestone  reached  in 
the  illustrious  history  of  Thompson  Acad- 
emy. 

It  was  planned  to  hold  the  exercises 
in  the  lovely  setting  of  the  south  lawn,  but 
shortly  after  the  program  began  showers 
made  it  necessary  to  move  indoors.  In  a 
very  short  time  the  Bowditch  dining  hall 
was  transformed  into  an  auditorium,  where 
the  services  were  conducted  without  further 
interruption. 

The  address  to  the  Class  was  given  by 
E.  Francis  Bowditch,  a  trustee  of  the 
Academy.  He  is  Special  Advisor  to  the 
President  of  M.  I.  T.  Mr.  Bowditch  gave 
excellent  advice  to  the  class  in  an  address 
obviously  prepared  with  much  thought 
and  study,  in  which  he  stated  that  it  was 
time  for  a  return  to  fundamental  beliefs, 
and  to  pattern  our  lives  to  move  "For- 
ward Under  God,"  as  the  motto  of  the 
ClaiS  so  aptly  exhorts.  We  thank  Mr. 
Bowditch  for  his  fine  address. 


The  president  of  the  Board  of  Trus- 
tees, Calvin  Page  Bartlett,  awarded  the 
diplomas.  He  gave  hi^h  praise  to  our 
headmaster,  Houghton  D.  Pearl,  for  his 
devoted  work  resulting  in  the  successful 
installation  of  the  complete  high  school 
course.  Then  came  the  grand  moment 
which  had  undeniably  been  awaited  with 
a  certain  thrill  and  pride,— the  presenta- 
tion of  the  diplomas.  Mr.  Bartlett  warmly 
congr;itulated  each  of  the  ten  graduates. 
Two  years  ago,  in  1955,  the  same  boys 
received  diplomas  for  the  previous  two 
year  high  school  course,  the  last  to  so 
graduate. 

Mr.  Kihlstrom,  who  is  ne^ring  the 
completion  of  four  decades  of  service  to 
Thompson  Academy,  awarded  the  Sloyd 
diplomas.  Mr.  Albee  presented  the  band 
certificates. 

Special  awards  and  prizes  were  given 
by  Mr.  Pearl.  In  brief  remarks  he  lauded 
the  class  on  its  achievements.  Mr.  Pearl 
thanked  the  faculty  members  who  helped 
the  class  prepare  for  the  ceremony  of 
graduation. 

Scholastic  honors  were  earned  by 
Steven  R.  Wellington,  Valedictorian,  and 
Loren  E.  Cain,  Salutatorian.  Both  gave 
well  prepared  brief  addresses. 

Music  for  the  graduation  was  furnished 
by  the  Thompson  Academy  Band,  under 
the  direction  of  Major  Frank  L.  Warren. 
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Bartlett  Harwood,  Jr.,  Treasurer 
Merton  P.   Ellis,  Secretary 
John  B.   Pierce,  Jr.,  Assistant  Secretary 

Term  Expires  1958 
Gorham  Brooks 

Donald  S.  MacPherson 
Philip  H.  Theopold 
Augustus  P.  Loring 

Robert  H.  Gardiner 
E.  Francis  Bowditch 
Myron  A.   Pratt 

Term  Expires  1959 
Leverett  Saltonstall 
Moses  Williams 

George  S.  Mumford,  Jr. 
Frederic  Winthrop 
John  Lowell 

Samuel  Tyler,  Jr.,  D.  D. 
G.  George  Larsson 

Term  Expires  1960 
Ralph  B.  Williams 
Thomas  Temple  Pond 
Howland  S.  Warren 
Lawrence  Terry 
John  Q.   Adams 
Peter  Fuller 

Clarence  P.  Hobson 

Advisory   Committee 
N.   Penrose  Hallowell 
James  H.  Lowell 
Charles  E.   Mason 

George  P.  Denny,  M.  D. 
Mason  Sears 


The  greatest  need  of  the  world  to-day 
u  the  rebuilding  of  the  Christian  spirit  of 
service,  the  basic  development  plan  at  our 
home  school.  Why  not  help  a  fine,  worthy 
boy  achieve  his  goal  by  making  a  financial 
contribution  to  America's  best  investment? 


Continued  from  page  1  . 

Note  was  made  that  this  is  the  100th  An- 
niversary Year  of  the  band. 

The  program,  class  roster  and  other 
information,  follows:  ^  . F 

PROGRAM 

Class  Processional — Youth  Victorious 
Howard  E.  Murphy,  '58,  Marshall 

Invocation  i 

The  Rev.  Frederick  Kehew         \ 

Overture — Cyrene 

School  Band 

Salutatory 

Loren  E.  Cain 

Band  Selection — Fort  Gay 

Valedictory 

Steven  R.  Wellington 

Introduction  of  Speaker 

Headmaster  Houghton  D.  Pearl 

Address 

E.  Francis  Bowditch 

Special  Advisor  to  the  President 

Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology 

Presentation  of  Special  Awards 

Presentation  of  Diplomas 

President  Calvin  Page  Bartlett 

Finale — Our  Director 

School  Band 

DIPLOMAS  AWARDED 
GRADUATION 

Thomas  Angelos 

Gerald  Leslie  Briggs 
Loren  Ellis  Cain 

John  William  Cronin 
Albert  Kingsley  Ellis 
William  Franklin  James 

John  Edward  Lennon,  Jr. 

Carleton  Gilbert  Skinner,  Jr. 
Basil  Theodore  Veglas 

Steven  Ray  Wellington 
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SLOYD 

Thomas  Covelle  Cronin 
Barry  Reed  Fuller 

William  Franklin  James 
*  Donald  Earl  Robicheau 

CLASS     OFFICERS 

Loren  E.  Cain,    President 

;    John  E.  Lennon.  Vice  President 

Steven  R.  Wellington,  Secretary 

John  W.  Cronin,  Treasurer 

Class  Motto 
Forward   Under   God 

A  Reprint 

The  following  is  reprinted  from  the  Boston  press 
of  May  16.  The  article  states  our  plan  to  further 
utilize  our  facilities  during  July  and  August. 

Salt  Water  Day  Camp  Announced 
Thompson  Academy  will  operate  a 
salt  water  summer  day  camp  for  10-13 
year  .old  boys  beginning  July  8  and  con- 
tinuing for  six  weeks,  according  to  an 
announcementmadetoday  by  Headmaster 
Houghton  D.  Pearl.  By  thus  expanding 
its  program,  the  143-year  old  Thompson's 
Island  school  offers  to  boys  a  rich,  pur- 
poseful summer  vacation  for  which  the 
complete  facilities  of  the  Academy  will  be 
utilized. 

This  summer  camp  will  provide  out- 
standing experience.  Under  expert  coun- 
selors the  campers  will  participate  in  a 
full  athletic  program,  have  unexcelled 
water  sports,  engage  in  crafts  and  a  host 
of  other  activities.  The  healthy  ocean  at- 
mosphere and  country  setting  will  add 
zest  to  camping  with  a  purpose.  The  noon 
meal,  served  in  the  Academy  dining  room, 
will  feature  dairy  and  poultry  products 
from  the  Academy  farm. 

Because  the  camp  will  operate  on  a 
non-profit  basis  the  rate  will  be  moderate, 
enabling  any  boy  within  cummuting  dis- 
tance of  the  City  Point  Public  Landing  to 
attend. 


Greetings  to  the  Band 

Note:  Each  month  we  plan  to  print  a  few  of  the 
congratulatory  messages  received  by  the  Band  in 
connection  with  the  One  Hundredth  Anniversary 
Year  of  America's  First  School  Band. 

The  following  messages  were  received  during 
our  Faneuil  Hall  concert.  Needless  to  say,  both 
telegrams  are  warmly  appreciated. 

President  Eisenhower's  Message 
Through  Senator  Saltonstall  I  have 
learned  of  the  One  Hundredth  Anniver- 
sary of  the  Thompson  Academy  Band  and 
I  am  glad  to  send  my  congratulations  on 
this  occasion. 

In  your  work  together  you  demon- 
strate the  vital  necessity  of  cooperation, 
today  and  one  hundred  years  ago,  in  mak- 
ing music  and  in  living  life.  The  essential 
ingredient  to  success  is  team  spirit.  Con- 
gratulations and  best  wishes  to  you  all. 
DwiGHT  D.  Eisenhower 

By    Western   Union 

Senator  Saltonstall's  Message 
Cordial  greetings  and  warm  congrat- 
ulations to  the  Thompson  Academy  Band 
on  your  One  Hundredth  Anniversary. 
The  Thompson  Academy  Band,  through 
the  fine  standards  which  have  been  main- 
tained over  the  years  has  achieved  a 
splendid  reputation  for  the  quality  of  its 
performances  and  it  is  now  one  of  the 
fine  and  lasting  institutions  in  our  Com- 
monwealth. Sincere  best  wishes  for  a  most 
successful  Anniversary  Concert  this  eve- 
ning and  for  the  future  success  of  both  the 
Academy  and  the  Band.  Warm  regards. 
Leverett  Saltonstall 

By  Western   Union 

Dr.  Edwin  H.  Place 

We  have  been  saddened  by  the  death 
of  Dr.  Edwin  H.  Place  at  Francistown, 
N.  H.  on  June  17.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  Advisory  Committee  of  the  Academy's 
Board  of  Trustees. 

Dr.  Place  retired  a  few  years  ago  from 
his  position  as  physician-in-chief  of  the 
Boston  City  Hospital.     He  was  formerly 
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a  professor  at  Harvard  Medical  School, 
and  also  taught  at  Tufts  Medical.  He 
served  many  hospitals  as  a  Consultant. 
His  devotion  to  duty  was  unparalleled, 
and  the  Boston  Globe  recently  extolled 
him  in  an  inspiring  piece  on  the  editorial 
page.  We  extend  sincere  sympathy  to  Mrs. 
Place,  the  two  sons  and  two  daughters. 

The  International  Institute  Outing 
The  International  Institute  held  its 
annual  outing  at  the  school  on  June  23, 
with  an  attendance  of  more  than  500.  A 
committee  organized  and  directed  a  fine 
program,  the  total  result  being  that  the 
day  was  a  grand  success,  much  to  the 
gratification  of  Miss  Haviland,  who  as- 
sumed much  of  the  responsibility  of  the 
oOting. 

News  of  the  Alumni 
Ernest  V.  Wyatt,  '13,  who  retired 
not  too  long  ago  from  a  Naval  career  lives 
in  Ashfield,  Mass.  His  home  is  located 
atop  a  1500  foot  hill.  Fitted  with  navy- 
type  bunks,  and  a  sitting  room  with  ship 
deck  flooring  and  circular  windows  to 
simulate  portholes,  he  has  made  his  home 
a  ship  on  shore.  Merton  P.  Ellis,  '97 
and  Mrs.  Ellis,  who  were  in  the  area  at 
the  time  of  their  annual  spring  vacation, 
visited  with  the  Wyatts. 

William  G.  Beadle,  '12,  we  are 
happy  to  say,  is  making  a  satisfactory  re- 
covery following  a  prolonged  illness.  He 
has  always  maintained  a  deep  interest  in 
all  phases  of  school  life,  with  emphasis 
perhaps  on  the  band.  His  home  is  at  219 
Grove  St.,  Randolph. 

Richard  Steenbruggen  lives  in 
Vernon,  Vermont,  in  a  rustic  country 
home  on  the  side  of  a  hill,  with  a  brook 
running  close  by.  He  became  totally  dis- 
abled in  World  War  I,  and  since  has 
devoted  much  of  his  time  to  reading  and 
studying.     At  present  he  is  studying  Law. 


Harold  B.  Buchan  '23,  has  spent 
a  lifetime  as  a  sales  representative  for 
Georgia,  Tennessee,  and  Vermont  Mar- 
bles. His  office  is  at  5101  39th  Avenup, 
Long  Island  City  4,  N.  Y.  He  had  the 
pleasure  of  attending  the  Commencement 
at  Norwich  University  on  June  9,  when 
his  son  was  graduated  with  honors,  and 
became  commmissioned  a  Second  Lieut. 
in  the  U.  S.  Army. 

Jack  Hobson,  '27,  is  a  manufactur- 
ing jeweler,  with  plant  at  North  Attleboro, 
Mass.  He  writes  that  it  was  a  pleasure 
for  him  to  work  with  a  committee  from 
our  graduating  class  in  the  production  of 
a  class  ring.  The  ring  is  of  a  conservative 
and  attractive  design,  and  shows  off  the 
school  colors  to  excellent  advantage.  We 
would  add  that  when  a  craftsman  of  Mr. 
Hobson's  status  does  a  job  outstanding 
quality  is  assured. 

George  E.  Noren  '02,  superinten- 
dent of  the  Boston  Globe  plant  was  hon- 
ored on  April  29  by  being  presented  a  pin 
in  recognition  of  fifty  years' service  to  that 
great  newspaper.  We  take  this  opportun- 
ity to  add  our  congratulations.  Mr.  Noren 
has  always  been  vitally  concerned  and 
thoroughly  interested  in  Thompson  Acad- 
emy. One  of  our  more  active  graduates, 
he  has  served  two  terms  as  alumni  repre- 
sentative on  the  Board  of  Trustees. 

Edward  Capaul,  '05,  proprietor 
of  the  Swiss  Family  Laundry  at  3-4  Glen- 
wood  Place,  Roxbury,  we  understand  has 
been  ill  recently.  He  has  been  missed  at 
alumni  gatherings  and  we  wish  for  him  a 
speedy  return  to  good  health. 

Ofl&cers  of    the  Alumni    Association 

Charles  O.  Rolfe,  '15.  President 
George  O.  Poole,  '27,  Vice  President 

Clifton  E.  Albee.  '21,  Secretary 

Donald  S.  MacPherson.  '17,  Treasurer 

G.  George  Larsson,  '17,  Historian 
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Our  Summer  Day  Camp 

We  are  very  happy  to  report  that  our 
summer  day  camp,  inaugurated  this  year, 
was  an  unquaHfied  success. 

The  idea  of  a  day  camp  was  first 
brought  forth  by  Mr.  Pearl  in  early  spring. 
As  one  may  easily  understand,  such  a 
proposed  camp  brouj^ht  forth  innumerable 
questions,  with  some  problems,  and  con- 
siderable study  was  made  before  a  definite 
decision  was  reached. 

Our  readers  may  wonder  why  we 
should  wish  to  operate  a  camp.  The  reason 
is  quite  simple.  Our  regular  students  are 
away  from  the  school  for  a  good  part  of 
the  summer  months,  the  older  boys  find- 
ing summertime  employment.  Our  island 
campus  is  ideal  for  a  camp,  and  thus  our 
facilitiescould  be  wholly  utilized  providing 
a  year-round  service  to  youth. 

Situated  as  we  are,  but  a  short  distance 
from  thickly  populated  areas,  we  knew 
well  that  we  could  provide  a  wholesome 
adventurous  summer  vacation  for  younger 
boys  who  quite  probably  could  not  attend 
the  conventional  camp.  Also,  by  operat- 
ing on  a  non-profit  basis,  we  knew  that 
we  could  perform  a  real  service  for  these 
boys. 

Ralph  M.  Lindsey,  with  a  lifetime  of 
camp  operation  experience,  was  chosen 
to  direct  our  program.  We  placed  a  notice 
in  local  weekly  newspapers  and  Thomp- 
son's   Island    Day  Camp    was  underway. 


The  camp  dates  extended  for  six  weeks, 
beginning  on  July  8. 

The  boys  came  on  a  weekly  basis. 
Some  were  with  us  for  the  entire  period, 
and  the  others  for  stays  extending  from 
one  week  in  length.  The  boys'  parents 
naturally  were  vitally  interested,  and  all  of 
them  visited  to  observe  their  sons'  progress 
in  the  camping  program. 

As  may  be  expected,  the  swimming 
and  water  safety  courses  were  emphasized. 
Michael  Hall,  a  certified  Red  Cross  in- 
structor, was  our  waterfront  director,  and 
he  did  a  fine  job  in  this  all-important 
subject.  Actually,  it  was  almost  amazing 
to  note  the  progress  which  the  campers 
made  in  the  various  fields  of  the  aquatic 
program. 

Other  fields  in  which  the  campers 
participated  included  athletics,  arts  and 
crafts,  and  nature  study.  Storytelling  hours 
and  other  quiet  periods  were  included  in 
each  day's  program  to  give  the  youngsters 
brief  respites  from  a  very  active  schedule. 

We  are  highly  sadsfied  with  the  re- 
sults of  the  first  year  of  our  summer  day 
camp.  There  is  no  doubt  that  we  thus 
provide  a  vital  service  to  boys  of  Boston 
and  its  suburbs.  We  have  every  confidence 
that  the  camp  will  grow  with  each  succeed- 
ing season,  and  we  are  thrilled  with  the 
realization  that  Thompson's  Island  may 
thus  serve  an  ever-increasing  number  of 
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The  greatest  need  of  the  world  to-day 
U  the  rebuilding  of  the  Christian  spirit  of 
service,  the  basic  development  plan  at  our 
home  school.  Why  not  help  a  fine,  worthy 
boy  achieve  his  goal  by  making  a  financial 
contribution  to  America's  best  investment? 


Continued  from  page  1 

boys  who  we  can  help  with  a  wholesome 
summertime  vacation  camp. 

Camp  officially  closed  on  August  16, 
and  on  the  preceding  evening  a  special 
program  was  held  for  the  boys  and  their 
parents.  Mr.  Hall  first  staged  a  water 
carnival,  after  which  Mr.  Lindsey  presided 
at  a  meeting  in  the  assembly  hall.  Camp 
certificates  were  awarded  and  other  pre- 
sentations made,  including  manyA.  R.  C. 
awards.  Colored  slides  of  camp  activities 
were  shown.  It  was  a  pleasant,  happy 
evening. 

We  congratulate  Mr.  Lindsey  heartily 
on  the  masterful  job  he  did  in  directing 
our  first  summer  day  camp.  Although 
instituted  and  operated  by  Thompson 
Academy,  the  camp  was  always  entirely 
separated  from  regular  school  activities, 
and  its  success  is  a  tribute  to  Mr.  Lindsey's 
skill  in  the  camping  field. 

We  have  taken  a  great  itep  forward 
in  broadening  our  field  of  service  and  are 
grateful  to  many  who  have  praised  us  for 
our  initial  day  camp  endeavor. 

Greetings  to  the  Band 

Note:  Each  month  we  are  printing  a  few  of  the 
congratulatory  messages  received  by  the  Band  in 
connection  with  the  One  Hundredth  Anniversary 
Year  of  America's  First  School  Band.  Needless  to 
say,  we  warmly  appreciate  this  interest  in  our  school 
and  band,  and  thank  the  sender  of  each  message. 

Senator  Aiken's  Message 
It  is  with  great  pleasure  that  I  take  this 
opportunity  to  salute  the  Thompson  Acad- 
emy Band  on    the    occasion   of   its  One 
Hundredth  Anniversary. 

Back  over  the  years,  since  1856,  the 
headmasters  of  Thompson  Academy  have 
been  from  Vermont.  The  Thompson 
Acndemy  Band  has  among  its  illustrious 
alumni  a  number  from  the  Green  Moun- 
tain State. 

We  who  reside  in  Vermont  have 
heard  much  of  the  work  of  the  Thompson 
Academy  Band  and  are  proud  of  the  as- 
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sociations  of  Vermonters  with  this  salutary 
organization.  I  sincerely  hope  that  the 
years  ahead  will  be  marked  by  continued 
success  both  for  Thompson  Academy  and 
for  its  splendid  Band. 

George  D.  Aiken 

;,•  Senator  from  Vermont 

Representative  Merrow's  Message 

Note:  Representative  Merrow  had  as  school- 
mates many  Thompson's  Island  boys.  Later,  as  a 
schoolmaster,  he  taught  several  of  our  boys.  Foryears 
he  has  been  a  distinguished  New  Hampshire  statesman 
and  is  currently  serving  on  the  important  Foreign 
Affairs  Committee. 

I  wish  to  congratulate  the  Thompson 
Academy  Band  and  extend  my  best  wishes 
on  this  memorable  occasion — the  centen- 
nial of  its  founding.  We  in  New  England 
are  proud  of  the  Band — not  only  because 
it  is  the  oldest  school  band  in  the  country — 
but  proud  that  it  has  made  such  an  out- 
standing record  during  the  one  hundred 
years  of  its  existence.  On  this  most  mem- 
orable occasion,  my  wish  is  that  the  years 
ahead  will  be  as  successful  and  as  fruitful  as 
they  have  been  in  the  past. 

I  am  sure  that  the  Thompson  Academy 
Band  will  move  on  to  constantly  greater 
achievements. 

Chester  E.  Merrow,  M.  C. 

Massachusetts  Bay  Yacht  Club  Outing 

An  estimated  3,000  visitors  were  at 
our  school  on  August  18,  when  the  Mass- 
achusetts Bay  Yacht  Club  Association  held 
its  annual  outing  here.  The  committee 
chairmen  planned  the  event  carefully  and 
saw  to  it  that  the  thousands  in  attendance 
had  a  pleasant  time. 

The  visitors  began  arriving  at  mid- 
morning  and  stayed  with  us  until  sunset. 
They  came  in  252  yacht  club  registered 
boats,  and  in  many  others.  The  area 
about  our  wharf  was  a  wonderful  sight, 
with  multi-colored  craft  of  almost  every 
type  anchored  well  into  the  bay.  High- 
lights of  the  day's  activities  were  televised. 


Topics  in  Brief 
The  Music  Educators  Journal  for  June 
contains  an  excellent  article  on  the  work  of 
the  Thompson  Academy  Band,  illustrated 
with  two  excellent  photographs.  The  July 
issue  follows  with  a  fine  tribute  to  the 
Band's  founder,  Mr.  Morse,  written  by 
Professor  Emeritus  Arthur  G.  Wahlberg, 
who  was  one  of  Mr.  Morse's  young  pupils 
some  75  years  ago.  We  are  happy  that 
such  excellent  recognition  of  our  Band, 
and  its  founder,  has  been  given. 

Thomas  L.  Abbott,  one  of  our  agri- 
cultural instructors  in  the  1930's,  has  sent 
us  a  newsy  letter.  He  read  with  much  in- 
terest the  article  which  appeared  recently 
in  the  International  Harvester  journal, 
and  wrote  congratulating  the  school  on 
the  expanded  academic  program.  The 
Abbotts  enjoy  keeping  anew  their  many 
Thompson's  Island  friendships.  Their  ad- 
dress is  14  Mountain  Ave.,  Bloomfield, 
New  Jersey. 

The  Quincy  "Patriot-Ledger"  of  July 
26  had  a  four  column  feature  article  on 
Thompson  Academy  by  Edward  Rowe 
Snow,  noted  Boston  author,  historian  and 
lecturer.  A  picture  of  our  Band,  on  the 
stage  at  Faneuil  Hall,  and  two  other  ill- 
ustrations, complement  the  historical  piece. 

A  system  of  automatic  signal  bells  has 
been  installed  in  our  classrooms,  assembly 
hall,  lounge,  and  dormitories.  This  will 
aid  in  the  efficient  operation  of  our  daily 
schedule  and  will  no  doubt  be  a  decided 
improvement  over  our  previous  system. 

Our  summer  day  campers  were  surely 
thrilled  by  their  excursion  to  Boston  Light, 
made  all  the  more  memorable  by  the 
kindnesses  shown  by  the  Coast  Guardsmen 
stationed  there.  The  trip  was  made  on  a 
beautiful  August  day,  and  was  a  highlight 
of  our  summer  program. 
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Tractor  Fanning,  a  national  publi- 
cation of  the  International  Harvester  Co., 
has  in  its  summer  issue  a  two  page  article 
featuring  our  school.  It  is  an  interesting 
and  factual  account,  illustrated  with  photos 
of  our  boats  and  campus.  Ralph  McQuinn, 
the  magazine  editor,  has  made  it  possible 
for  us  to  forward  copies  of  the  magazine 
to  our  friends.  Should  you  like  one  please 
advise  us. 

It  has  been  our  pleasure  during  the 
summer  months  to  have  been  hosts  to 
many  groups  who  have  held  outings 
here.  These  groups  in  no  way  conflict 
with  our  regular  school  schedule,  and  the 
service  we  perform  in  making  our  facilities 
available  is  warmly  appreciated. 

Those  who  live  in  this  area  need  not 
be  advised  of  the  very  serious  drought 
situation.  It  has  affected  our  farm  yield, 
of  course,  yet  we  are  pleased  to  report 
that  we  have  enough  hay  in  our  barns  for 
the  winter,  and  the  silage  corn  yield,  so 
important  to  us,  is  satisfactory.  Our  third 
major  field  crop,  potatoes,  we  hope,  will 
prove  to  be  satisfactory.  We  feel  that  we 
have  done  very  well,  the  drought  situation 
considered. 

News  of  the  Alumni 
Thomas  Milne,  '12,  has  returned 
home  after  a  stay  at  the  West  Roxbury 
Veterans'  Hospital.  Mr.  Milne  is  always 
glad  to  receive  news  of  the  school.  He 
sends  best  wishes  to  the  Band  on  its  One 
Hundredth  Anniversary. 

William  H.  Dillon,  '54,  was  em- 
ployed this  summer  as  boatman  at  Sandy 
Island  Camp,  at  Lake  Winnipesaukee,  in 
New  Hampshire.  He  graduated  with 
highest  honors  from  Huntington  School 
last  June,  and  will  commence  college  work 
at  Northeastern  this  fall.  His  home  is  at 
373  Broadway,  Cambridge,  Massachusetts. 


LOREN  E.  Cain,  'S7,  was  featured 
recently  in  a  news  story  in  the  Brockton 
"Enterprise."  Many  of  his  schoolday  a- 
chievements  here  were  recounted,  with 
emphasis  on  his  outstanding  academic, 
agricultural,  musical,  and  athletic  record. 
Loren  is  working  on  road  construction 
this  summer,  and  will  begin  college  work 
in  September. 

Steven  R.  Wellington.  'Sf,  this 
summer  worked  at  the  Harborside  Inn,  at 
Edgartown,  Mass.  He  is  one  of  five  of 
our  young  graduates  who  will  be  students 
at  Northeastern  when  the  academic  year 
opens  in  September. 

Norman  Sellevaag,  '54,  has  joined 
the  service  and  is  now  at  Fort  Belvoir,  in 
Virginia.  He  has  a  new  home  address, — 
7119  Belding  Road,  Rockford,  Michigan. 

Congratulations  to  LlEUT.  AND  Mrs. 
Darwin  C.  Baird,  '45,  upon  the  arrival 
of  Lorraine  Constance,  (their  second),  on 
July  21,  1957.  She  weighed  7  lb.  12  oz. 
Lorraine  is  "ready  for  inspection"  at  the 
Baird's  home,  3  Park  Lane,  Buzzard's 
Bay,  Mass. 

Kenneth  Forster,  '54,  completed 
his  first  year  at  the  University  of  Massa- 
chusetts last  June,  and  immediately  left 
on  a  camping  trip  to  Alaska,  Traveling 
by  jeep  station  wagon,  he  met  with  ad- 
ventures enough  to  write  several  books. 
He  is  on  a  leave  of  absence  of  one  year 
from  college  and  has  found  work  at  an 
Alaskan  hunting  lodge.  He  writes  that 
there  are  tremendous  opportunities  in  that 
country. 

Officers  of   the  Alumni   Association 

Charles  O.  Rolfe,  '15,  President 
George  O.  Poole,  '27,  Vice  President 

Clifton  E.  Albee,  '21,  Secretary 
Donald  S.  MacPherson.  '17,  Treasurer  • 
G.  George  Larsson,  '17,  Historian 
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Museum  of  Fine  Arts  Lecture 
Oiir  World  History  class,  under  the 
supervision  of  Mr.  Lindsey,  attended  a 
lecture  at  the  Museum  of  Fine  Arts  on 
September  18.  Enrly  Egyptian  culture, 
which  the  boys  are  presently  studying, 
formed  the  theme  of  the  lecture.  With  the 
aid  of  exhibits  at  the  Museum,  the  lecturer 
brought  vividly  to  the  boys'  attention 
principal  features  of  this  very  important 
section  of  the  World  History  course.  It 
was.  a  valuable  and  interesting  lecture,  and 
aroused  the  interestof  our  history  students. 
Following  the  lecture  the  class  was 
given  a  special  treat,  that  of  viewing  the 
many  authentic  models    of  sailing  ships. 

The   Lounge 

The  heart  of  the  recreational  interests 
of  the  boys  is  the  Lounge.  This  is  a  large 
room,  located  on  the  first  floor  of  the 
Main  Building,  a  room  which  for  over  a 
hundred  years  was  the  school  dining  hall. 

It  is  not  easy  to  state  the  most  popular 
service  performed  in  the  Lounge.  To 
some  it  might  be  the  Snack  Bar  where 
candy,  tonic,  ice  cream,  stamps,  school 
supplies  and  other  things  may  be  readily 
purchased.  The  students'  mail  is  distrib- 
uted in  the  Lounge,  and  the  telephone  is 
quite    generally  in  use    during  free  time. 

Then,  too,  many  of  the  boys  enjoy 
reading  and  the  greater  part  of  our  recre- 
ational library  is  in  the  Lounge  bookcases. 


Staff  members  take  pleasure  in  noting  the 
wide  use  of  the  juvenile  classics  which 
they  themselves  once  enjoyed. 

Current  issues  of  many  magazines  are 
always  available,  and  are  attractively  kept 
in  binders  made  for  each  magazine.  We 
subscribe  to  many  of  the  better  publi- 
cations, and  it  is  an  investment  worth 
while. 

The  Lounge  is  a  favorite  meeting 
place  for  small  groups  of  boys,  and  many 
Club  meetings  are  held  there.  Also,  when 
parents  visit  they  like  to  gather  in  the 
Lounge  informally. 

Our  readers  may  surmise  that  the 
Lounge  is  an  estimable  adjunct  to  school 
life,  as  indeed  it  is.  The  various  services 
performed  here  are  all  under  the  direction 
of  the  school  chaplain,  Dr.  Frederick 
Kehew.  By  meeting  each  of  the  students 
informally  several  times  each  day,  Dr. 
Kehew  is  enabled  to  keep  in  close  touch 
with  their  interests,  and  probably  in  most 
cases,  their  problems.  In  this  way  Dr. 
Kehew's  service  to  the  boys  is  invaluable. 

The  three  dormitories  are  populated 
in  general  with  boys  of  the  same  age.  Here 
they  may  fraternize  and  enjoy  activities  as 
they  wish.  The  Lounge,  however,  is  in  a 
sense,  the  school  sitting  room,  where  all  of 
the  boys  enjoy  congregating  informally,  a- 
mid  pleasant  and  happy  surroundings.  It 
is  the  recreational  heart  of  Thompson 
Academy. 
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The  Thompson  Academy  Brochure 
We  have  recently  published  a  brochure 
of  Thompson  Academy.  It  is  dedicated 
to  the  memory  of  those  gendemen  of  old 
Boston  who  founded  Thompson  Academy 
and  those  now  deceased  who  have  fos- 
tered its  growth  by  service  as  its  officers. 
Contained  in  this  new  brochure  is 
A  Message  from  the  Board  of  Trustees. 
Many  have  commented  upon  the  excell- 
ence of  this  message  and  the  BEACON  is 
happy  to  reprint  it. 

A  Message  From  the  Board  of  Trustees 

The  material  in  this  brochure  is  as- 
sembled for  the  purpose  of  bringing 
Thompson  Academy  and  its  aims  and 
objectives  to  the  attention  of  those  who 
may  not  know  of  its  contribution  to  the 
community  and  our  society. 

Founded  in  1814  and  later  known  as 
The  Farm  and  Trades  School,  the  Acade- 
my has  followed  the  American  concept  of 
equality  of  opportunity  by  affording  an 
education  in  attractive  and  wholesome 
home-school  surroundings  to  thousands  of 
worthy  boys,  who,  because  of  conditions 
beyond  their  control,  needed  such  an 
environment.  The  Academy  has  literally 
served  as  a  stepping  stone  for  generations 
of  promising  boys,  leading  them  from 
hazardous  surroundings  to  decent  citizen- 
ship and  often  leadership. 

With  no  denominational  affiliations 
and  totally  independent  of  governmental 
support,  the  school  is  entirely  unique  in 
oflfering  to  the  worthy  boy  the  equi'valent 
of  grades  seven  through  high  school  at 
tuition  rates  geared  so  far  as  possible  to 
the  resources  available  to  him. 

Thompson  Academy  is  supported 
largely  by  endowments,  bequests,  and  gifts. 
The  Trustees  are  deeply  grateful  to  the 
loyal  group  of  citizens  who  for  generations 
have  helped  to  carry  on  this  work.  If  we 
are  to  provide  for  a  still  larger  group  of 
decent  boys  who  are  knocking  at  our  door. 
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The  greatest  need  of  the  world  to-day 
ii  the  rebuilding  of  the  Christian  spirit  of 
service,  the  basic  development  plan  at  our 
home  school.  Why  not  help  a  fine,  worthy 
boy  achieve  his  goal  by  making  a  financial 
contribution  to  America's  best  investment? 
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additional  fianancial  support  is  an  im- 
mediate necessity.  It  is  our  cherished  hope 
that  more  and  more  public-spirited  men 
and  women  will  rally  behind  this  invest- 
ment in  America's  youth. 

Calvin  Page  Bartlett 

President,  Board  of  Trustees 

Greetings  to  the  Band 

Note:  Each  month  we  are  printing  a  few  of  the 
congratulatory  messages  received  by  the  Band  in 
connection  with  the  One  Hundredth  Anniversary 
Year  of  America's  First  School  Band.  Needless  to 
say,  we  warmly  appreciate  this  interest  in  our  school 
and  band,  and  thank  the  sender  of  each  message. 

Governor  Furcolo's  Message 
I  want  to  take  this  opportunity  to 
congratulate  the  Thompson  Academy 
Band  on  its  100th  anniversary.  This  type 
of  work  has  helped  make  Massachusetts 
a  better  place  to  live. 

I  join  with  the  many  who  have  been 
helped  by  this  organization  in  wishing  all 
good  luck  and  success  in  the  future. 

Foster  Furcolo 

Governor,   Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts 

Mayor  Hynes'  Message 
Early  this  year  I  read,  with  great 
interest,  of  another  "Boston  First."  It 
came  from  Thompson  Academy,  whose 
student  band  organized  in  1857,  held  claim 
to  being  the  oldest  continuous  student 
band  in  the  country.  This  claim  though 
widely  published  has  not  been  challenged. 
On  the  occasion  of  the  100th  Anniver- 
sary Concert  of  the  Thompson  Academy 
Band  at  historic  Faneuil  Hall  on  April  24, 
1957,  I  salute  this  fine  old  institution,  its 
faculty  and  student  body — but  especially, 
on  this  occasion,  its  band.  I  do  so  in  be- 
half of  all  the  citizens  of  Boston,  and  my- 
self, personally. 

John  B.  Hynes 

Mayor,   City  of  Boston 

Topics    in    Brief 

The  school  year  began  on  September 
8  with  a  modern-time  record  enrollment 


of  over  100  students.  Our  facilities  are 
taxed  to  the  utmost,  and  we  are  happy 
to  be  of  service  to  so  many  boys.  The 
first  few  days  were  busy  ones  indeed,  but 
it  did  not  take  long  for  the  school  year  to 
get  under  way  in  full  swing,  with  the  boys 
making  a  happy,  swift  adjustment  to  school 
life  at  Thompson  Academy. 

New  desks  have  been  purchased  for 
two  of  our  classrooms.  We  are  always 
impressed  with  the  advances  made  in 
school  furnishings,  and  the  new  desks  are 
certainly  a  vast  improvement  in  comfort 
and  utility  over  desks  commonly  used  only 
a  short  few  years  ago. 

New  fluorescent  lighting  has  been  in- 
stalled in  our  laundry,  an  important  and 
much  needed  improvement.  The  new 
fixtures  are  attractive  and  give  efficient 
light  over  all  areas. 

We  have  received  many  compliments 
for  the  erection  of  a  large  sign  reading, 
"Thompson  Academy"  which  is  attrac- 
tively designed  and  positioned  so  that  it 
may  be  easily  seen  from  Dorchester  Bay. 
The  sign  certainly  provides  a  fine  means 
of  identification. 

Comfortable  weather  prevailed  during 
the  first  weeks  of  school,  and  most  of  the 
boys  enjoyed  water  sports.  We  have  ex- 
cellent facilities  for  swimming  and  nearly 
all  the  boys  develop  considerable  skill  in 
swimming  and  water  safety. 

Each  of  the  recreation  rooms  in  our 
dormitories  has  been  equipped  with  a 
television  set.  Although  a  busy  schedule 
does  not  permit  too  much  time  for  tel- 
evision, the  boys  enjoy  the  weekend 
programs,  particularly  during  inclement 
weather. 

The  first  football  practice  for  the 
varsity  took  place  on  the  day  school 
opened,  with  nearly  fifty  boys  in  uniform. 
Mr.  Thomas,  our  Director  of  Athletics,  is 
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coaching  and  will  be  assisted  by  Mr. 
Cunning  and  Mr.  McLaughlin.  A  good 
schedule  has  been  set  up,  including  one 
or  more  games  for  the  third  team.  We 
hope  our  readers  will  plan  to  attend  the 
games. 

Sunday  evening  vespers  are  held 
throughout  the  school  year.  The  programs 
for  these  meetings  vary.  Faculty  members 
often  take  charge,  and  upon  occasion  the 
classes  alternate  in  arranging  programs. 
Prominent  speakers  address  the  school 
from  time  to  time.  Every  effort  is  made  to 
have  the  vesper  services  inspiring,  inform- 
ative and  worth  while. 

It  has  been  our  pleasure  during  the 
summer  to  have  many  groups  make  use 
of  our  facilities  for  picnics  and  outings. 
These  ranged  from  small  family  units  to 
rather  large  groups,  numbering  in  one 
instance  3000.  On  Saturday  September  14, 
the  New  England  Trust  Company  em- 
ployees held  an  outing  at  the  School,  and 
it  was  a  pleasant  and  happy  event. 

1957  Varsity  Football  Schedule 

September  28 

Rivers  Country  Day  at  T.  A. 

October  5 

Thayer  Academy  JV's  at  Braintree 

October  11 
(Friday)     Roxbury  Latin  at  T.  A. 

October  19 

Milton  Academy  JV's  at  Milton 

October  26 

Matignon  High  JV's  at  T.  A. 

November   2 

St.  Joseph's  Academy  at   Salem 

November  9 

St,  Andrews  School  at  T.  A. 

Junior  Football 

November   6 
Governor  Dummer  Academy  at  Byfield 

Tennis  is  a  popular  sport  with  our 
boys,  and  our  tennis  court  is  constantly  in 


use.  Many  of  our  boys  develop  into  tip 
top  players.  We  encourage  tennis  as  a 
fine  individual  sport,  for  it  is  a  game  in 
which  participation  is  possible  for  many 
years—  often  to  and  beyond  the  three 
score  and  ten  mark. 

News  of  the  Alumni     > 

The  Annual  Alumni  Banquet  will 
take  place  at  the  Museum  of  Science, 
Boston,  on  Saturday  October  26.  Gradu- 
ates, save  this  date!  Notice  of  definite 
plans  will  be  mailed  soon, 

William  T.  Warfield, '47,  is  com- 
munications Supervisor  stationed  at  Loring 
Air  Force  Base  in  Maine.  His  work  is  a 
wonderful  and  interesting  experience. 
He  will  soon  be  transferred  to  overseas 
duty  with  Security  Service,  a  promotion  to 
which  he  looks  forward  with  enthusiasm. 
The  Warfields  are  a  well  rounded  family, 
with  a  son  and  daughter  the  latter  just 
eight  months  old.  They  hope  to  visit  the 
the  school  before  they  become  located 
overseas.  Their  present  address  is  12 
Travis  Drive,  Loring  AFB,  Maine. 

Robert  W.  MacWha,  '40,  has  been 
stationed  at  the  Maguire  Air  Force  Base 
for  some  time.  He  has  now  been  trans- 
ferred to  the  Azores,  where  he  will  be  for 
two  years.  In  order  to  have  his  family 
with  him  he  has  purchased  a  home  there. 
The  MacWha's  have  two  lovely  daughters, 
one  7  and  the  other  11,  Their  address  is 
M-Sgt.  Robert  MacWha,  1505th  F.  M.  S., 
APO  406,  Box  263.  New  York,  N.  Y, 

Edwin  B,  Crouch,  '38,  writes  that 
he  has  a  new  address.  He  now  lives  at  3 
Anthony  Road,  Tewksbury,  Mass.  He  has 
not  visited  in  some  time,  but  hopes  to  see 
the  school  in  action  soon.  He  is  much  in- 
terested in  the  changes  which  the  School 
has  made  in  recent  years. 

Note:  We  thank  those  who  send  us 
news  of  our  alumni  for  inclusion  in  this 
column.     Same  is  much  appreciated. 


Vol.  61  No.  6         Printed  at  Thompson  Academy,  Boston,  Mass.         Oct.,  1957 

Entered  Navember  3,  1903  at  Boston,  Mass.,  as  Second  Class  matter,  nnder  Act  of  Congress,  of  July  6,  1874 


Parents  Council  Meeting 
The  Parents  Council,  under  the 
direction  of  President  Elmer  Picks,  had 
a  Get  Acquainted  Meeting  on  Sunday, 
October  6.  This  was  the  first  of  eight 
meetings  scheduled  for  the  Council  during 
the  school  year.  Several  important  topics 
were  discussed,  among  them  the  mutter 
of  accident  insurance  and  the  advisability 
of  students  being  at  home  every  weekend. 
The  concensus  of  opinion  seemed  to  be 
that  these  matters  were  of  an  individual 
nature,  and  should  be  so  handled.  It  was 
a  fine  meeting,  and  President  Picks  was 
gratified  that  the  attendance  was  Inrge,  and 
that  so  many  helpful  suggestions  were 
made,  upon  which  definite  progress  can 
result. 

The  next  meeting  of  the  Council  will 
take  place  on  Sunday,  November  3.  The 
theme  will  be  "Back  to  School."  It  prom- 
ises to  be  a  very  interesting  and  stimulating 
meeting. 

Mr.  Snow's    Lecture 

Edward  Rowe  Snow  lectured  to  the 
School  at  Sunday  Vespers  on  October  6. 
His  talk  was  illustrated  by  motion  picture 
film,  the  pictures  being  taken  by  Mr.  Snow 
on  his  innumerable  trips  along  the  eastern 
seaboard.  Highlights  were  the  floating  of 
the  "Etrusco,"  the  sinking  of  the  "Andrea 
Doria",  and  the  arrival  to  our  shores  of 
the  "Mayflower  II."     Many  other  scenes 


such  as  his  adventures  as  the  "Plying  Santa 
Claus,"  visits  to  strange,  remote  islands, 
and  treasure  seeking  gave  the  film  life  and 
sparkle.  Needless  to  say,  we  enjoyed  the 
lecture  immensely,  and  thank  Mr.  Snow 
for  coming  to  us. 

As  many  of  our  readers  know,  Mr. 
Snow  became  interested  in  Massachusetts 
Bay  history  when  a  schoolboy.  After  his 
graduation  from  Harvard  he  taught  a  few 
years,  and  then  gave  his  full  time  to 
writing  and  lecturing.  He  is  the  author 
of  more  than  twenty  historical  volumes, 
his  first  published  work  being  a  college 
thesis. 

Mr.  Snow  recently  authored  a  feature 
article  for  the  Quincy  "Ledger"  on  our 
school,  and  has  mentioned  Thompson's 
Island  in  several  of  his  published  works. 

New  Gasolene  Storage  Tank 
A  1000  gallon  gasolene  storage  tank 
has  been  put  into  use  recently.  The  tank, 
buried,  is  located  near  the  wharf  and  is 
filled  by  pumping  from  a  gasolene  barge. 
Not  only  does  this  have  excellent  fire  pre- 
vention value,  but  it  saves  considerable 
labor,  as  heretofore  we  have  handled  the 
gasolene  in  barrels,  a  tedious  task.  With 
so  much  automotive  equipment  being  used 
today  at  the  school,  the  problem  of  gas- 
olene storage  has  been  given  very  serious 
thought,  and  we  hope  that  this  new  tank 
will  be  the  answer. 
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The  greatest  need  of  the  world  to-day 
U  the  rebuilding  of  the  Christian  spirit  of 
service,  the  basic  development  plan  at  our 
home  school.  Why  not  help  a  fine,  worthy 
boy  achieve  his  goal  by  making  a  financial 
contribution  to  America's  best  investment? 


The  Thompson  Academy  Brochure 

We  have  recently  published  a  brochure 
of  Thompson  Academy.  It  is  dedicated 
to  the  memory  of  those  gentlemen  of  old 
Boston  who  founded  Thompson  Academy 
and  those  now  deceased  who  have  fos- 
tered its  growth  by  service  as  its  officers. 
In  our  last  issue  we  printed  "A  Mess- 
age from  the  Board  of  Trustees."  This 
month  we  are  happy  to  follow  with  Mr. 
Pearl's  statement. 

A  Message  from  "The  Headmaster's  Page" 

The  tempo  of  society  in  the  world 
today  is  such  that  it  is  small  wonder  we 
find  many  of  our  young  people  confused 
and  dejected  at  the  prospect  of  trying  to 
adjust  successfully  to  its  moral  standards, 
its  competitive  aspects,  and  its  emphasis 
on  financial  success.  More  and  more  we 
read  about  homes  that  are  unsettled  by 
death,  desertion,  divorce,  alcoholism, 
and  a  variety  of  other  situations.  The  pro- 
duct of  these  homes  are  all  too  frequently 
caught  in  the  vortex  of  emotionalism  which 
surrounds  such  situations  and  it  is  for  these 
boys  we  exist.  We  endeavor  to  provide 
an  emotionally  secure  and  happy  environ- 
ment in  which  our  boys  can  stem  this  tide 
of  mental  stress  and  in  the  process  build  in 
themselves  a  solid,  enthusiastic,  and  op- 
timistic prospect  for  their  future.  We  do 
not  aspire  to  make  them  strangers  in  their 
own  homes,  but  rather  to  enrich  their  lives 
and  provide  them  some  measure  of  hap- 
piness and  success.  It  is  to  these  ends  that 
we  dedicate  our  efforts. 

Houghton  D.  Pearl 
Headmaster 

Topics    in    Brief 

The  football  team  got  away  to  a  fast 
start,  the  first  practice  taking  place  the  day 
school  opened.  The  squad  rounded  into 
shape  readily,  and  the  first  game  was 
played    on  September  28,  with  our  boys 
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defeating  Rivers  School  20-0.  Thayer  JV  Rule,  it  was  pointed  out,  would  relieve 
was  defeated  on  October  5,  13-0.  Our  the  distress  often  caused  by  faulty  corn- 
readers  are  cordially  invited  to  attend  any  munications,  which  nearly  always  result 
of  our  football  games,  and  a  schedule  is  in  misunderstandings,  often  bitter.  The 
printed  in  this  issue.  film  is  technically  excellent. 

Two     religious    social    groups    have  New    exterior    lighting  fixtures  have 

been  organized  since  school  opened,  and  been    installed  at  stragetic    points    about 

several     interesting    meetings    have   been  our  quadrangle.  These  give  excellent  illu- 

held.     The    Crusaders   for   the    younger  mination  to  our  campus,  something  which 

boys,  meets   every  Sunday.  The  Pilgrim  we  will  appreciate  even  more  as  the  winter 

Fellowship,  for  the  older  boys,  meets  on  season  approaches.     The  fixtures  are  lo- 

Fridays.     All   of  the  boys  are  invited  to  cated  high  on  the  buildings  and  illumine 

join    either  of  these  groups,  where  good  the  campus  area  with  adequate  light  quite 

fellowship  reigns,  and  membership  brings  free  of  shadows. 

values  not  found  in  other  groups.  rj^,       ,,          l       ..    r>M  i     o     • 

Ihe    Massachusetts  Bible  Society  has 

Our   maintenance  crew  has    done  a  made  it  possible  for  each  of  our  boys  to 

fine  jobinredecoratingthe  entrances  to  our  have  his  own  Bible,  and  those  who  did 

dormitories,  and  in  doing  other  work  at  not  already  possess  a  copy  of  the    Book 

the  Main  Building  and  at  Adams  House,  have  been  presented  one.     Those   given 

As  much    of   the   painting    as  possible  is  us  by  the  Society  are  fine  editions,  very 

done  by  the  boys,  under  the  supervision  well  printed.     We  very  much  appreciate 

of  our  master  painter,  Mr.  Rowell.  It  is  a  this  kindness  to  our  boys  by  the  Society. 

task  of  some  magnitude  to  keep  our  school 


buildings    in    good    condition,    and    our 
painting  crew  certainly  does  a  good  job. 

Our  band  director,  Mr.  Warren,  held 
his  first  rehearsal  of  the  school  band  on 
October  2.  As  is  always  the  case,  gradu- 
ation results  in  the  loss  of  many  of  the 
better  players,  and  brings  about  work  of 
devoloping  other  boys  so  that  they  may 
handle  the  first  chair  assignments.  We 
naturally  hope,  and  expect,  that  the  1957- 
1958  Band  will  take  its  place  along  with 
the  other  great  bands  we  have  had  in 
the  past  century. 

"Production  5118,"  a  motion  picture 
film,  was  shown  to  our  civics  classes  on 
October  7.  Designed  to  illustrate  how 
misunderstandings  may  occur  from  in- 
complete statements,  or  from  a  failure  to 
appreciate  the  need  for  full  and  frank 
explanations,  the    picture    is    well    worth 


1957  Varsity  Football  Schedule 

September  28 

Rivers  Country  Day  at  T,  A. 

Score:  Thompson  20,   Rivers,  0 
October  5 
Thayer  Academy  JV's  at  Braintree 

Score:  Thompson  13,   Thayer  0 

October  11 
(Friday)     Roxbury  Latin  at  T.  A. 

Thompson  13,   Roxbury  Latin  12 

October  19 

Milton  Academy  JV's  at  Milton 

October  26 

Matignon  High  JV's  at  T.  A. 

November   2 

St.  Joseph's  Academy  at   Salem 

November  9 
St.  Andrews  School  at  T.  A. 

Junior  Football 

November   6 


study.     The    appHcation    of  the    Golden     Governor  Dummer  Academy  at  Byfield 
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Greetings  to  the  Band 

Note:  Each  month  we  are  printing  a  few  of  the 
congratulatory  messages  received  by  the  Band  in 
connection  with  the  One  Hundredth  Anniversary 
Year  of  America's  First  School  Band.  Needless  to 
say,  we  warmly  appreciate  this  interest  in  our  school 
and  band,  and  thank  the  sender  of  each  message. 

President  Fisher's  Message 
To  the  members,  directors,  and  friends 
of  the  Thompson  Academy  Band: 
My  dear  friends: 

As  president  of  the  Massachusetts 
Music  Educators  Association,  it  gives  me 
great  pleasure  to  congratulate  you  and  to 
extend  to  you  the  warm  greetings  of  our 
Association  on  the  occasion  of  the  One 
Hundredth  Anniversary  of  the  founding 
of  America's  First  School  Band. 

The  musical,  social,  democratic,  and 
spiritual  influence  which  your  band  has 
on  the  many  boys  over  the  100  years  is 
impossible  to  measure  by  this  world's 
standards.  This  has  truly  been  an  achieve- 
ment, one  of  which  we  of  Massachusetts 
are  truly  proud. 

William  F.  Fisher 

President,     Massachusetts 
Music  Educators  Association 

Secretary  Buttleman's  Message 

Congratulations  from  the  Music  Ed- 
ucators* National  Conference,  now  in 
session  in  Washington,  D.  C,  to  the 
Thompson  Academy  Band  upon  its  One 
Hundredth  Anniversary.  You  will  be 
interested  to  know  that  an  essay  about 
the  band,  and  pictures,  will  appear  in  the 
Golden  Anniversary  Journal  of  our  con- 
ference. The  Journal  is  now  in  the  hands 
of  the  printer.  Congratulations  again. 

C.  V.   BUTTLEMAN, 
Secretary, 
National  Music  Educators  Association 

News  of  the  Alumni 

We  have  received  a  fine  letter  from 

William  P.  Smith,    '95,  who  regrets 

that  he  has    not  been    able    to   visit   the 

School    this   year.     He   comments   quite 


vigorously  upon  the  "enriched"  fond  so 
widely  advertised  today.  Since  1939  he 
has  operated  a  small  flower  and  vegetable 
garden  without  a  mite  of  commercial  fer- 
tilizer nor  poison  sprays.  He  bellieves 
that  Thompson's  Island  would  be  a  won- 
derful place  to  train  organic  farmers  to 
produce  food  to  help  the  world  back  to 
the  health  it  should  have.  He  lives  in 
Rutherford,  N.  J.,  at  83  Woodward 
Avenue. 

Frank  I.  Lombard,  '95,  died  on 
September  13,  at  the  age  of  80.  He  was 
retired  from  the  United  Shoe  Machinery 
Company  of  Beverly,  and  had  lived  at  9 
Belmont  Street,  Quincy  for  the  past  nine 
years.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Mrs, 
Hilda  E.  Lombard,  and  a  son,  Ernest  D. 
Lombard,  to  whom  we  extend  sincere 
sympathy.  Mr.  Lombard  was  always 
interested  in  Thompson's  Island  happen, 
ings,  and  we  shall  miss  him. 

LeANDER  E.  DorEY.  '23.  writes 
that  he  will  be  unable  to  attend  the  Alum- 
ni Banquet,  but  adds  that  any  alumnus  or 
friend  of  our  school  will  be  always  wel- 
comed at  his  home  at  490  East  19th  Street, 
Costa  Mesa,  California.  He  is  looking 
to  early  retirement  from  the  Marine  Corps, 
in  which  he  has  spent  nearly  30  years. 

The  late  CHARLES  EVANS,  '66  author 
of  the  monumental  work,  "American  Bib- 
liography," is  father  of  Charles  "Chick" 
Evans,  the  noted  golfer.  Mr.  Evans  was 
in  this  area  this  month  participating  in  the 
U.  S.  G.  A.  Amateur  Championship  r;,,. 
matches.  He  first  won  this  championship 
41  years  ago,  in  1916.  He  is  in  excellent 
health,  which  he  attributes  to  golf,  and  at 
the  age  of  67  played  a  tiptop  game  in 
defeating  Don  Dosen  of  Minneapolis. 

Four  Class  of  1957  members  are  first 
year  students  at  Northeastern.  Another 
young  alumnus  is  enrolled  at  Tufts. 
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Mr.  Warren's  Party 

On  Thursday,  November  21,  a  Sur- 
prise Testimonial  Dinner  was  tendered 
Frank  L,  Warren,  our  Band  Director  since 
1923.  This  being  the  One  Hundredth  An- 
niversary of  our  Band,  it  was  most  fittin;^ 
that  recognition  be  given  the  director,  who 
annually  has  developed  bands  here  which 
have  earned  almost  countless  prizes,  hon- 
ors and  awards  over  the  years. 

The  Dinner,  which  was  held  in  Row- 
ditch,  was  attended  by  undergraduates, 
alumni,  faculty  and  trustees.  The  surprise 
element  was  moEt  important,  and  it  was  a 
Surprise  Testimonial  Dinner  in  every  sense 
of  the  word.  For  once  in  his  lifetime  of 
80  years  Mr.  Warren  was  happily  aston- 
ished to  find  friends,  old  and  new,  gathered 
to  do  honor  to  him.  Clifton  E.  Albee  was 
toastmaster. 

Guests  at  the  banquet  included  four 
members  of  Mr.  Warren's  first  band  on 
Thompson's  Island.  Clarence  P.  Hobson, 
W.  Marshall  Hall,  Edward  V.  Osberg, 
and  Raymond  Thomas.  Myron  A.  Pratt, 
of  Mr.  Warren's  1938  Band  was  also  pres- 
ent. AH  took  part  in  awarding  Mr.  Warren 
gifts  of  luggage,  electrical  appliances,  and 
last  but  not  least,  a  beautiful  gold  musical 
trophy  handsomely  engraved.  These  a- 
wards  were  arranged  for  by  past  alumni 
members  of  Mr.  Warren's  bands. 

Thomas  C.  Cronin,  representing  the 
present  band,  presented   Mr.    Warren    a 


gold  musical  lyre  trophy  nicely  engraved. 

Mr.  Pearl  took  delight  in  speaking  of 
Mr.  Warren's  contribution  to  the  musical 
life  of  the  boys  for  the  past  34  years,  and 
then  presented  him  with  a  radio,  a  gift 
from  the  academy  faculty. 

Entertainment  for  the  banquet  was 
provided  by  instrumentalists  from  the 
band.  They  were  Robert  H.  Grignon, 
Kenneth  D.  Ford,  George  D.  McPeek 
and  John  Rowlingson. 

Surprises 

One  of  the  most  pleasant  events  which 
we  have  enjoyed  in  a  long  ti  me  took  place 
towards  the  close  of  Mr.  Warren's  party. 
During  October  a  large  percentage  of  the 
boys  and  instructors  were  aftected  with  a 
form  of  gripoe,  fortunately  of  mild  nature 
in  most  cases.  Yet  the  illness  took  nearly 
two  weeks  to  run  its  course,  during  which 
time  our  school  nurse,  Mrs.  Lindsey, 
worked  long  hours  every  day  caring  for 
the  ill.  She  was  most  ably  assisted  by 
Mrs.  Thomas.  Those  who  were  sick 
thanked  both  nurses,  of  course,  and  at  the 
close  of  Mr.  Warren's  party  special  tribute 
was  paid  both  nurses,  and  they  were  pre- 
ented  lovely  bouquets  of  flowers. 

Following  the  presentation  of  flowers 
to  our  nurses,  our  Dean  of  Boys,  Raymond 
Thomas,  was  introduced.  He  presented 
Mr.  Albee  with    a     rather  large  package 

Continued  on  followin&^age 


THOMPSON'S    ISLAND    BEACON 


CfeciKpscn's  Island  Beaccn 

Publithed     Monthly  by 

THOMPSON    ACADEMY 

Thompson's  Island,  Boston  Harbor 

A     "RIVATE     SCHOOL     FOR       BOYS     OF     EXCELLENT 

CHARACTER    SUPPORTED    BY    ENDOWMENTS. 

TUITION    FEES    AND     SUBSCRIPTIONS 


Houghton  D.  Pearl 

Headmaster 

Vol.  61     No.  7 

November  1957 

Subscription  Price 

One  Dollar  Per  Year 

BOARD   OF    TRUSTEES 


Calvin  Page  Bartlett,    President 
Alfred  G.  Malm,    Vice-President 
Bartlett  Harwood,  Jr.,  Treasurer 
Merton  P.   Ellis,   Secretary 
John   B.   Pierce,   Jr.,   Assistant  Secretary 

Term  Expires  1958 
Gorham  Brooks 

Donald  S.    MacPherson 
Philip  H.  Theopold 
Augustus  P.   Loring 

Robert  H.   Gardiner 
E.   Francis  Bowditch 
Myron  A.    Pratt 

Term  Expires  1959 
Leverett  Saltonstall 
Moses  Williams 

George  S.  Mumford,  Jr. 
Frederic  Winthrop 
John  Lowell 

Samuel  Tyler,  Jr.,  D.  D. 
G.  George  Larsson 

Term  Expires  1960 
Ralph  B.  Williams 
Thomas  Temple  Pond 
Howland  S.  Warren 
Lawrence  Terry 
John  Q.   Adams 
Peter  Fuller 

Clarence  P.  Hobson 

Advisory   Committee 
N.   Penrose  Hallowell 
James  H.  Lowell 
Charles  E.   Mason 

George  P.  Denny,  M.  D. 
Mason  Sears 

The  greatest  need  of  the  world  to-day 
is  the  rebuilding  of  the  Christian  spirit  of 
service,  the  basic  development  plan  at  our 
home  school.  Why  not  help  a  fine,  worthy 
boy  achieve  his  goal  by  making  a  financial 
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with  the  statement  that  it  was  from  his 
friends,  in  testimony  of  Mr.  Albee's  work 
in  promoting  the  Surprise  Party  for  Mr. 
Warren.  Upon  opening  the  package  Mr. 
Albee  found,  to  his  delight,  that  it  con- 
tained an  electric  blanket. 

Surely  Mr.  Warren's  Surprise  Testim- 
onial Banquet  was  an  evening  of  surprises, 
all  very  happy  and  pleasant.  Most  cer- 
tainly  it   will   remain    long   in    memory. 

November  Parents'  Meeting 

"Back  to  School"  was  the  theme  of 
the  Parents'  Meeting  on  November  17. 
President  Elmer  Ficks  of  the  Parents' 
Council  conducted  the  opening  business 
meeting,  and  then  the  parents  visited  each 
of  the  classes  of  which  their  sons  are 
members.  The  format  of  each  course  Vv-as 
discussed,  and  the  grades  of  the  students 
for  the  first  nine  week  marking  period 
announced.  The  large  attendance  was 
gratifying,  and  the  meeting  very  successful 
in  every  way. 

The  Andersons'  Concert 

On  November  10  it  was  our  priv- 
ilege to  be  entertained  by  Peter  Anderson, 
and  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Jessie  Anderson 
Dunnett  in  a  program  of  songs  from  Scot- 
land. Mrs.  Bert  Underwood,  organist  at 
the  Parkman  Street  Methodist  Church  of 
Dorchester,  was  accompanist. 

Mr.  Anderson  and  his  daughter 
were  garbed  in  authentic  Scottish  dress, 
even  to  the  silver  buttons  on  the  kilts.  The 
songs  they  performed  were  real  Scotland 
melodies,  a  dtlight  to  hear,  and  as  we 
observed,  a  delight  to  perform,  as  the 
Andersons  did  so  superbly  for  our 
pleasure. 

Mr.  Anderson  has  done  concert  and 
church  solo  work* both  in  this  country  and 
in  Scotland.  Mrs.  Dunnit  is  a  well  known 
concert,  church  and  radio  soloist.     It  was 
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a  rare  treat  for  us  to  have  these  talented  As  the  "First  School  Band  in  Amer- 

professional  soloists  come  to  us  with  their     ica"    you    have    a  great  tradition  behind 


program  of  "Songs  from  Scotland," 

Mr.  Brarcucci's  Lecture 

Philip  Brarcucci,  a  practicing  attorney, 
spoke  at  Vespers  on  November  17.  He 
gave  illustrations  pointing  out  features  of  could  be  here  today  to  hear  your  concert, 
law,  and  then  conducted  a  question  and  She  loved  the  school  with  all  her  heart 
answer  period.  Many  questions  remained  and  would  derive  tremendous  satisfaction 
unanswered,  due  to  lack  of  time  and  Mr.     from  this  special  occasion. 


you  and  I  know  you  will  live  up  to  our 
highest  expectations. 

I  only  wish  that  my  beloved  aunt, 
Mrs.  Walker,  known  as  Miss  Nichols 
when  she  was  with  Thompson   Academy, 


Brarcucci  has  indicated  that  he  will  come 
again  soon,  to  resume  the  discussion,  and 
we  hope  he  does.  Mr.  Brarcucci  is  a 
graduate  of  Harvard  Law  School.  He  is 
a  member  of  the  Massachusetts  Bar.  and 
the  Federal  Bar.  He  is  active  in  politics 
and  has  a  deep  interest  in  church  and 
community  work. 

Greetings  to  the   Band 

Note:  Each  month  we  are  printing  a  few  of  the 
congratulatory  messages  received  by  the  Band  in 
connection  with  the  One  Hundredth  Anniversary 
Year  of  America's  First  School  Band.  Needless  to 
say,  we  warmly  appreciate  this  interest  in  our  school 
and  band,  and  thank  the  sender  of  each  message. 

Mrs.  Armstrong's  Message 
Dear  Mr.  Pearl: 

My  best  wishes  to  the  Thompson 
Academy  Band.  I  want  to  say  that  Thomp- 
son Academy  is  a  wonderful  school.  My 
son  entered  in  1926  and  graduated  in  1932. 
I  can't  praise  the  school  enough  for  pro- 
viding the  rudiments  in  everything  that  is 
fine  towards  a  boy's  education. 

Sincerely, 

Mrs.  Pauline  Armstrong 


My    heartiest  congratulations  to  you 


all. 


Sincerely  yours, 
Norman  D.  Harris 

Director  of  Education 
Museum  of  Science,   Boston 
Note:   Mrs.  Kirke  Walker  was  our  dietician  for 
a  quarter  century,   retiring  in  1939.     Her  memory  is 
deeply  revered  by  hundreds  of  Thompson  Academy 
boys. 

Mrs.  Dorey's  Message 

Dear  Mr.  Pearl: 

Thank  you  for  your  invitation  to  the 
One  Hundredth  Anniversary  Concert  of 
the  Thompson  Academy  Band.  Due  to 
my  advanced  age  (over  80)  I  v/ill  be  un- 
able to  attend  the  concert,  but  I  will  be 
thinking  of  the  boys  on  that  date  and 
wishing  them  every  success.  I  am  looking 
foward  to  reading  of  their  usual  splendid 
performance. 

Sincerely  yours, 
Mrs.  Estelle  Dorey 

Note:  Mrs.  Dorey  is  the  mother  of  Leander  E. 
Dorey,  '23,  who  is  just  completing  a  30-year  career 
with  the  U.   S.   Marine  Corps. 


Mr.  Harris'  Message  Mr.  Pearl  Speaks  at  Burlington 

To  the    Members  of  the  Thompson  On    Monday    evening,    October   21, 

Academy    One    Hundredth    Anniversary      our  headmaster,  Mr.  Pearl,  and  Mr.  Albee 


Band: 

The  news  of  your  commemorative 
band  concert  is  most  exciting  and  every 
member  of  your  organization  should  take 
great  pride  in  this  occasion. 


delivered  an  illustrated  lecture  on  Thomp- 
son Academy  at  the  Community  Church  of 
Christ,  at  Burlington,  Massachusetts.  A 
most  attentive  and  interested  audience 
heard  Mr.  Pearl  first  give  a  brief  history 
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of  our  143-year  old  school.  Mr.  Pearl 
followed  with  the  purpose  of  our  school 
in  the  present  era.  Atrip  to  Thompson's 
Island  was  then  shown  by  means  of 
100  colored  slides,  with  the  commentary 
by  Mr.  Albee.  Later  a  discussion  period 
was  held,  at  which  time  innumerable 
questions  were  answered  by  Mr.  Pearl. 

We  thank  the  Men's  Club  of  the 
Church  for  sponsoring  this  Dinner  meet- 
ing, and  for  giving  us  the  opportunity  to 
bring  to  them  our  lecture  on  Thompson 
Academy,  We  were  most  gratified  with 
the  interest  shown,  and  the  complimentary 
remarks  which  we  received  on  our  efforts. 

We  should  like  to  add  that  we  are 
always  pleased  to  bring  this  illustrated  talk 
to  interested  groups.  Arrangements  may 
be  made  by  contacting  the  Headmaster's 
office. 

The  Alumni  Dinner 

The  Annual  Dinner  of  the  Alumni 
Association  was  held  at  the  Museum  of 
Science,  Boston,  on  October  26.  Pre- 
ceding the  Dinner  a  business  meeting  was 
held,  presided  over  by  the  Association 
president,  Charles  O.  Rolfe,  '15. 

The  address  of  the  evening  was  deliv- 
ered by  our  Headmaster,  Houghton  D, 
Pearl,  who  spoke  of  his  gratification  of 
the  continued  interest  of  the  alumni  body 
in  Thompson  Academy.  He  proposed 
a  plan  foreven  greater  alumni  participation 
in  a  plan  underway  for  a  "Greater  Thomp- 
son Academy." 

A  feature  was  the  presentation  of  a 
program  dealing  with  the  dangers  of  nar- 
cotics and  the  causes  and  some  of  the 
cures  of  juvenile  unrest.  The  speakers, 
from  the  office  of  District  Attorney  Garrett 
H.  Byrne,  used  exhibits  and  motion  pic- 
tures in  their  presentation,  which  was 
educational,  informative,  and  most  worth 
while. 

The  Dinner   Committee   did    a   fine 


job  in  planning  the  event,  and  those  pres- 
ent  enjoyed    a  pleasant,  happy  evening. 

Topics    in    Brief 

It  was  our  pleasure  on  November  3  to 
have  a  concert  of  American  folk  music  by 
Norman  Matthews.  Mr.  Matthews,  who 
is  a  senior  at  Harvard  Medical  School,  is 
particularly  talented  in  this  field,  and  kept 
our  attention  for  nearly  an  hour  as  he  talked 
informally  about  folk  music  and  sang  many 
of  the  better  known  southern  folk  melodies. 
His  avocation  is  mussic,  and  he  is  both  an 
excellent  pianist  and  guitarist.  He  is  very 
much  interested  in  vocal  music,  and  is 
active  is  developing  and  directing  church 
choral  groups. 

A  gala  Hallowe'en  celebration  was 
held  on  October  31.  The  program  began 
shortly  after  the  evening  meal  when  the 
seniors,  as  "foxes"  were  hunted  by  the 
other  undergraduates,  the  "hounds."  The 
entire  island  was  used  for  the  game,  and 
to  the  credit  of  the  seniors  only  one  of 
their  members  was  "captured."  A  camp- 
fire  party  on  the  west  beach,  where 
traditional  holiday  refreshments  were 
served,  followed  "Fox  and  Hounds." 

We  were  happy  to  have  as  our  guests 
on  November  9  the  coaches  and  football 
squad  of  St.  Andrews  School,  of  West 
Barrington,  Rhode  Island.  The  group  ar- 
rived in  the  late  morning  and  had  an  op- 
portunity to  visit  the  several  departments 
of  the  school.  Lunch  was  served  in  our 
dining  room.  The  game  in  the  afternoon 
was  won  by  our  team,  14-7. 

The  football  season  has  ended,  and 
our  team  had  an  undefeated  season.  Two 
games  were  cancelled,  one  by  sickness  and 
another  by  weather.  In  five  games  played 
our  boys  outscored  the  opposition  60-19. 
We  instituted  a  series  of  games  with  private 
schools  for  our  younger  boys,  and  trust 
that  this  program  will  grow  each  year. 
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Parents'    Council  Meeting 

A  truly  outstanding  program  was 
offered  for  the  December  8  meeting  of  the 
Parents'  Council,  when  a  panel  discussion 
on  the  subject,  "Your  Boy  and  School 
Living  as  Preparation  for  Life,"  was  held. 
Arrangements  to  secure  the  four  eminent 
speakers  were  made  by  uur  Admissions 
Director,  Ralph  Stevens. 

A  short  business  meeting  directedby  the 
Council  president,  Elmer  Ficks,  preceded 
the  panel  discussion.  The  date  for  the  next 
meeting  was  announced  as  February  2. 
The  theme  will  be  "Thompson  Academy 
in  Pictures." 

Mr.  Stevens  opened  the  panel  dis- 
cussion with  brief  remarks  and  intrc^duced 
the  moderator,  Dr.  Donald  H.  Russell, 
noted  child  psychologist.  Dr.  Russell  gave 
a  resume  of  the  three  kinds  of  secondary 
schools,  stressing  the  value  of  school  com- 
munity living  in  which  the  students  take 
partt"  John  E.  Teger,  of  the  Big  Brother 
Association,  then  spoke  on  an  important 
fe^atureof  iheindependentboardingschool, 
the  fa:ct  that  the  pupils  can  acquire  self- 
mastery  by  building  on  the  foundation 
already  laid  by  the  parents. 

Itobert  Parsons,  Educational  Counsel- 

,'    or  stressed  the  importance  of  the  staff  mem- 

^     bars    of    independent    schools    who    are 

Miv,«nabled  to  bring  forth  the  best  qualities  in 

each  student.     Also,  he  noted  the  fact  that 

the  independent  school  need  not  follow 


the  rigid  schedule  and  program  of  the  pub- 
lic schools,  but  may  make  changes  as  fre. 
quently  as  seem  advisable. 

The  fourth  member  of  the  panel, 
Charles  E.  Sands,  is  Deputy  Commissioner 
of  Probation,  of  this  Commonwealth.  He 
stated  frankly  that  children  are  deprived 
of  an  early  sense  of  responsibility.  Chores 
which  boysformerlytookcareof  havebeen 
eliminated  by  today's  "push  button" 
living.  In  his  estimation  chil  !ren  today 
do  not  mature  as  early  as  they  did  a 
generation  or  tvvo  ago,  which  is  apparent 
by  a  late  development  of  a  sense  of  re- 
sponsibility. 

The  parents  then  asked  many  ques- 
tions of  the  panel  members,  all  of  which 
were  answered  with  professional  skill.  The 
meeting  ended  much  later  than  is  usual, 
such  was  the  interest  shown,  and  the 
gratitude  of  the  parents  was  nicely  ex- 
pressed by  Council  president  Ficks,  as  he 
announced  adjournment  of  the  forum. 

An  Interesting  Vesper  Service 
We  were  indeed  fortunate  to  have  as 
speaker  at  Vespers  on  December  8  the 
Rev.  David  W.  Norton,  Jr.,  rector  of  the 
St.  Michael's  Episcopal  Church,  in  Mar- 
blehead.  The  theme  of  his  message  was 
"Friendship,"  and  he  did  a  masterful  piece 
of  work  in  giving  our  students  advice  as  to 
the  qualities  one  needs  to  develop  to  be  a 
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Advisory   Committee 
N.   Penrose  Hallowell 
James  H.  Lowell 
Charles  E.  Mason 

George  P.  Denny,  M.  D. 
Mason  Sears 

The  greatest  need  of  the  world  to-day 
ig  the  rebuilding  of  the  Christian  spirit  of 
service,  the  basic  development  plan  at  our 
home  school.  Why  not  help  a  fine,  worthy 
boy  achieve  his  goal  by  making  a  financial 
contribution  to  America's  best  investment? 


Continued  from  page  1 
good  friend.  We  hope  that  our  boys  will 
always  remember  that  he  who  gives  of 
himself  cheerfully  will  never  lack  friends, 
but  that  he  who  is  selfish  may  find  that  he 
is  slowly  building  a  wall  around  himself 
that  few  will  care  to  penetrate.  Being 
lonely  and  without  friends,  Father  Norton 
declared,  is  very  often  the  result  of  too 
much  self-centered  interest. 

Greetings  to  the   Band 

Note:  Each  month  we  are  printing  a  few  of  the 
congratulatory  messages  received  by  the  Band  in 
connection  with  the  One  Hundredth  Anniversary 
Year  of  America's  First  School  Band.  Needless  to 
say,  we  warmly  appreciate  this  interest  in  our  school 
and  band,  and  thank  the  sender  of  each  message. 

Mr.    Morse's   Message 
Dear  Mr.  Pearl: 

My  uncle,  John  R.  Morse,  led  the 
school  band  the  greater  part,  but  not  all, 
of  fifty  years.  From  about  1865  to  1873, 
my  father,  Francis  A.  Morse,  trained  and 
conducted  the  band.  He  led  the  band  at 
both  Peace  Jubilees  in  1869  and  1873.  He 
said  that  Patrick  Gilmore  was  successful 
in  leading  the  massed  bands  in  1869,  but 
that  Strauss,  the  composer,  had  diflficulty 
in  leading  the  Blue  Danube  waltz,  in  the 
1873  Jubilee. 

Sincerely  yours, 
Herbert  R.  Morse 

Mr.  Neilson's  Message 
Dear  Mr.  Pearl: 

Congratulations  on  the  100th  An- 
niversary of  America's  First  School  Band. 
May  this  wonderful  organization  march 
on  for  another  hundred  years!  Our,entire 
organization  send  their  best  wishes'Ho  ydu 
and  the  boys  in  your  charge.  '  , 
Sincerely  yours,  ^-  \ 
E.  M.  Neilson,  President 

Webster- Thomas  Company 

Telephone  Building  Trip  • 

The  ninth  grade  were  quite  excited 
on  November  8,  because  there  was  to  be 
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a  guided  tour  of  the  Boston  building  of 
the  New  England  Telephone  Company. 
We  left  at  8:30,  and  went  by  bus  to  the 
Company  building.  We  first  saw  an  ex- 
hibit of  new  telephones.  There  was  also 
a  ring  of  conventional  phones.  These 
were  connected  to  a  recorder  which  gave 
a  history  of  the  telephone  company.  We 
then  watched  a  movie  showing  how  trans- 
oceanic cables  were  laid.  After  this  we 
observed  the  operators  placing  long  dis- 
tance calls.  It  looked  pretty  complicated. 
We  last  visited  the  repair  department  and 
saw  some  of  the  work  which  is  done  there. 
We  returned  to  the  School  just  in  time  for 
lunch.  Later  the  class  wrote  a  letter  of 
thanks  to  the  people  who  guided  us 
through  the  telephone  building. 

John   Rowlingson 

Topics  in  Brief 

The  Thanksgivin!5  recess  be^an  on 
November  27,  and  classes  resumed  on 
December  2.  All  but  very  few  of  the  boys 
were  at  home  for  the  vacation  period. 
Those  at  the  school  had  a  bountiful  hcli. 
dny  turkey  dinner.  Movies,  television 
and  recreational  interests  were  enjoyed 
during  the  four  day  period. 

We  are  making  plans  for  another  big 
basketball  season.  The  first  pi  actice  for  the 
varsity  wa>  held  on  December  3,  We 
shall  play  a  full  schedule  for  the  varsity 
and  junior  varsity.  Our  highly  successful 
intramural  leagues  for  the  younger  boys 
will  be  underway  soon.  Much  has  been 
d5ne  on^our  gymnasium  and  the  hall  is  in 
excellent  condition  for  a  busy  four  month 
basketball  season. 

The  work  of  keeping  our  boats,  wharf, 
and  landing  facilities  in  first  class  condition 
ia  a  never  ending  job.  Our  boat  crew  has 
recently  completed  replanking  much  of 
the  wharf  decking, — a  major  accomplish- 
ment. Other  important  work  has  also 
been  done  in  the  area. 


The  members  of  our  Sea  Scout  troop 
have  held  several  meetings  this  month. 
Their  boat  has  been  put  into  tip-top  shape, 
and  the  boys  anticipate  a  big  year  for  the 
group,  under  the  leadership  of  the  skipper, 
Mr.  Moody. 

A  group  of  students,  who  won  prizes 
for  dormitory  room  care,  attended  the 
Bruins- Montreal  hockey  game  at  the 
Boston  Garden  on  November  23.  It  was 
a  typical  league  game,  with  all  the  thrills 
and  excitement  that  only  hockey  can 
provide.  Needless  to  say,  our  boys  enjoyed 
every  minute  of  it. 

A  feature  to  which  the  boys  look 
forward  each  week  is  the  movie  show. 
We  have  been  able  to  have  many  superb 
pictures,  all  produced  by  major  Hollywood 
companies.  Although  our  films  are  chosen 
for  their  entertainment  value,  many  have 
worthwhile  educational  aspects. 

Homans  House  Lecture 
It  was  the  pleasure  of  Mr.  Pearl  and 
Mr.  Albee  to  aitend  a  supper  meeting  of 
the  Trustees  and  staff  of  Homans  House, 
on  Farrai^ut  Road,  South  Boston,  on  Nov- 
ember 14.  Located  in  a  residentisl  area 
near  two  large  housing  projects,  Homans 
House  serves  as  a  club  for  the  young  chil- 
dren in  the  area.  Miss  Mooney,  director 
of  the  House,  made  arrangements  for  the 
meeting. 

Mr.  Pearl  first  gave  a  brief  histori- 
cal sketch  of  Thompson  Academy  and 
followed  with  a  rather  detailed  account  of 
present  day  philosophy  of  the  school.  A 
showing  of  colored  slides  illustrating  every- 
day life  at  the  Academy  followed.  The 
meeting  closed  with  a  question  and  answer 
period. 

It  is  very  interesting  to  note  that  Ho- 
mans House  is  named  after  a  family  long 
prominent  in  Thompson's  Island  history. 
John  Homans  II  was  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees  from  1869-1903. 
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It  is  always  a  pleasure  to  visit  our  congratulations  to  the  parents!  The  Mac- 
sloyd  room  during  the  boys'  recreational  donald's  home  is  at  225  Baltimore  Street, 
hours  and  note  the  interest  which  so  many     Carlisle,  Pennsylvania. 


take  in  woodworking  projects.  Many 
articles  have  been  made  this  month  which 
will  be  used  as  Christmas  gifts.  The  type 
of  work  done  in  this  field  includes  making 
lamps,  chests,  tables,  and  bookcases. 
One  of  the  boys  has  just  finished  making 
a  bass  reflex  speaker  cabinet  for  a  hi-ti 
record  player. 

Our  drill  team,  which  was  organized 
last  year,  is  headed  for  another  very  suc- 


Charles  H.  Grant,  '40,  is  the 
newly  elected  Commander  of  the  Nor- 
wood American  Legion  Post.  We  extend 
congratulations  to  him  for  attaining  this 
office.  His  address  is  8  Douglas  Avenue, 
Norwood,  Mass. 

John  F.  Peterson,  '97,  is  retired 
and  lives  at  Mountain  Road,  Hampden, 
Massachusetts.  He  is  a  graduate  of  Tufts 
College,  and  for  many  years  was  superin- 


cessful   season.    Several  short  drill  periods     tendent  of  the  Mount  Auburn  Cemetery. 


are  held  weekly.  Instructional  movies  are 
shown  periodically  to  help  the  boys.  It 
is  planned  to  have  the  drill  team  take  part 
in  civic  and  school  parades  during  the 
spring  season. 

We  appreciate  very  much  the  excellent 
newspaper  articles  which  appeared  in  the 
Boston,  Quincy  and  Medford  papers  on 
November  22.  A  complete  and  factual 
account  of  the  Testimonial  Banquet  ten- 
dered our  band  director,  Frank  L.  Warren, 
was  printed  in  these  several  papers. 

News  of  the  Alumni 
It  was  our  pleasure  to  receive  a  visit 
from  Harold  B.  Buchan  '23,  and  Mrs. 
Buchan,  on  October  26.  They  were  in 
Boston  for  the  Alumni  Dinner.  Mr. 
Buchan,  whose  father  and  brother  are  also 
members  of  our  alumni  body,  has  for 
many  years  been  in  the  marble  contracting 
business,  with  offices  in  New  York.  His 
home  is  at  5101  39th  Avenue,  Long  Island 
City  4,  New  York. 


In  his  younger  days  he  was  vitally  inter- 
ested in  the  Alumni  Associatij0n  and  is  a 
past  president.  We  wish  him  well  in  his 
retirement  years. 

Thomas  Angelos,  '57,  lost  no  time 

in  leaving  Boston.  He  is  in  Englewood, 
California,  where  he  is  an  apprentice  in  an 
aircraft  manufacturing  concern.  He  plays 
tuba  in  the  Englewood  Band,  which  opens 
the  door  for  him  to  participate  in  Rose 
Bowl  projects.  He  writes  that  California 
is  "just  fabulous." 

Robert  J.  Buchanan,  '22,  sends 
word  that  he  has  a  new  address.  He  is 
now  located  in  Winchester,  at  J20  Cam- 
bridge Street. 

John  H.  Schippers,  '23,  has  sent 
us  holiday  geetings  from  his  new  home  at 
3  Kenney  Street,  Jamaica  Plain,  Mass. 

Howard  B.  Ellis,  '98,  is  rath"6r 
proud  of  his  new  lamp,  fashioned  from 
an  older  model  of  the  Boston  cornet, 
which  a  half  century  ago  was  a  very  popu- 


lar instrument.     The  cornet  is  wired  an4 
We    have    received  an  attractive  an-     the  bell  topped  with  a  handsome  shad^Sl*''. 


nouncement  card  telling  of  the  arrival  on 
September  26,  1957  of  James  Joseph  II, 
7  lb.  11  oz.,  the  fifth  child  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  James  J.  Macdonald.  The  first  four 
being  girls,  young  James  II  will  certainly 
get  first-rate  attention  from  his  sisters.  Our 


Stop    in    and    see    it  at  Mr.  Ellis'    home., 
at  42  Warren  Avenue,  Milton. 

Our  readers  well  know  that  Mr.  Ellis   ^, 
was    our   band  director  for  a  number  of   •  , 
years  and  has  been  a  well  known  Boston   » 
cornetist  for  over  a  half  century. 
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Dr.  Miller  Elected  to  Board 

We  take  great  pleasure  in  announcing 
the  election  of  Dr.  Arthur  G.  Miller  to 
the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Thompson  Acad- 
emy. He  brings  to  us  a  wealth  of  experi- 
ence in  the  field  of  education,  and  is  a  rec- 
ognized authority  on  secondary  school 
curriculum.  He  is  a  member  of  the  facuhy 
of  the  School  of  Education,  Boston  Uni- 
versity. 

Dr.  Miller  is  Executive  Director  of 
Aggasiz  Village,  one  of  New  England's 
larger  summer  youth  communities.  He 
serves  as  Consultant  to  communities 
planning  new  schoolbuilding  construction, 
and  is  a  member  of  the  Educational 
Research  Associates.  He  is  married,  has 
a  son,  age  9,  and  a  daughter,  age  16. 

His  wide  participation  in  education 
■  will  make  his  counsel  and  advice  of  in- 
'■t  estimable  value  to  Thompson  Academy. 

Dr.  Miller  takes  the  place  on  the 
Board  vacated  by  Phillip  H.  Theopold 
who,  we  regret  to  say,  found  it  necessary 
to  resign  because  of  heavy  business  and 
other  committments. 


*K 


Mr.  Norrby's  Lecture 
We  were  treated  to  a  very  pleasant 
^illustrated  lecture  on  the  evening  of 
January  19,  when  Clarence  O.  Norrby, 
'16,  and  Mrs.  Norrby,  came  to  us  with  the 
pictorial  account  of  their  trip  to  California. 
Although    Mr.    Norrby    disclaimed    any 


particular  skill,  it  was  not  difficult  to  de- 
termine that  he  is  an  excellent  photog- 
rapher. The  slides,  all  Kodachrome,  and 
the  interesting  descriptive  comments  by 
Mr.  Norrby,  combined  to  almost  make 
us  feel  that  we  were  making  the  trip  in 
person. 

The  boys  were  invited  to  ask  questions 
regarding  the  places  pictured,  and  it 
seemed  that  the  most  interest  centered  in 
such  places  as  Red  Rock  Park,  in  Color- 
ado, and  the  Garden  of  the  Gods.  The 
photos  of  the  Grand  Canyon  were  won- 
derful, and  also  the  Yosemite  National 
Park.  The  Rainbow  Pier  at  Long  Beach, 
the  Golden  Gate  Bridge,  and  the  orange 
groves  of  California  made  fine  picture 
subjects.  In  the  state  of  Washington  the 
magnificient  forests.  Grand  Coulee  dam, 
Mount  Rainier  and  the  lumber  mills  were 
of  much  interest.  In  pictures  the  Glacier 
National  Park  and  Yellowstone  were 
visited.  The  national  park  scenes  of  bears 
and  other  animals,  the  Hot  Springs,  the 
Yellowstone  Falls,  and  "Old  Faithful" 
were  a  delight  to  see. 

There  were  some  excellent  pictures  of 
the  almost  fabulous  Rushmore  Memorial, 
in  South  Dakota,  with  the  likenesses  of 
our  four  great  presidents  standing  out  in 
bold  relief.  It  was  certainly  inspiring  to 
see  this  great  work. 

Many  other  places  were  pictured,  all 
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home  school.  Why  not  help  a  fine,  worthy 
boy  achieve  his  goal  by  making  a  financial 
contribution  to  America's  best  investment? 
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of  which  made  us  wish  that  v/e  could  take 
a  similar  trip.  Certainly  there  was  cause 
in  these  pictures  for  us  to  realize  anew  the 
fervor  and  devotion  which  prompted 
Katherine  Lee  Bates  to  write  "America 
the  Beautiful." 

We  are  very  grateful  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Norrby  for  coming  to  us  with  these  fine 
pictures.  It  was  a  real  treat,  and  one  long 
to  be  pleasantly  recalled. 

Greetings  to  the  Band 
Last  year  our  Band  observed  its  One 
Hundredth  Anniversary  and  we  received 
warm  letters  of  congratulation  from  friends 
all  over  the  country.  In  each  of  the  last 
six  issues  of  the  BEACON  some  of  these 
letters  were  reprinted.  Now  that  1958  is 
with  us  it  seems  best  to  terminate  this 
feature,  for  if  we  were  to  print  all  of  the 
letters  received  it  would  take  years  to  com- 
plete the  work,  however  pleasant  it  might 
be.  We  once  again  thank  those  who  took 
time  to  write.  The  letters  will  be  treasured 
mementos  among  our  band  historical 
souvenirs. 

New  Classroom  Flags 
Through  the  interest  of  Mrs.  John 
Rushforth  of  Dorchester,  the  members  of 
Tent  No.  1,  Daughters  of  Union  Civil 
War  Veterans,  became  much  interested  in 
Thompson  Academy.  They  voted  to 
purchase  two  beautiful  silk  fia^s  for  two  of 
our  classrooms.  Our  thanks  to  this  group 
and  the  president,  Mrs.  John  Aiidrew. 

"State  of  the  Union"  Address 
Through  the  marvel  of  television  we 
saw  and  heard  President  Eisenhower  de- 
liver his  "State  of  the  Union"  Message  to 
Congress  on  January  9.  Television  sets 
in  the  classrooms,  and  at  other  places, 
made  it  possible  for  all  to  hear  the  speech. 
We  thought  it  was  a  forceful,  sensible  ad- 
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dress  which  should  do  much    to    further  The    eighth  grade  had  a  very  special 

unite  the  free  nations  against  the  menace  Christmas  party  under  the  leadership    of 

of  communism.  their  teacher,  Mr.  Cunning.     There  were 

gifts   for  all,  and  the  boys   had  a   grand 
Stamp  Club  Elects  Officers  time.     This  party  was  the  first  of  our  many 
The  Academy  Stamp  Club    held    its  seasonal  observances,  and  thus  Mr.  Cun- 
first  1958  meeting  on  January  7.     Officers  ning    and    his   pupils  opened  our  Christ- 
elected    were    Donald    Oke,     President;  mas  program. 
Ronald  Oke,  Treasurer;  and  Robert  Ho- 

inghaus,  Secretary.  Many  of  the  boys  are  Our  library  has  been  enriched  through 

avid  stamp  collectors,  and  all  are  invited  the  recent   acquisition  of  many   volumes, 

to  join  the  Club.  Mr.  Kehew  is  the  faculty  the   gift   of    Thomas    Temple    Pond,    a 


advisor  for  the  group. 

Topics  in  Brief 

For  many  years  we  have  received  a 
Christmas  gift  in  the  form  oi  entertain- 
ment from  Mrs.  Arthur  Adams.  This  year 
we  were  fortunate  in  having  the  Disney 
picture  "Treasure  Island."  In  technicolor 
this  was  an  admirable  film  for  holiday 
showing,  as  it  gave  a  vividly  realistic 
interpretation  of  the  great  Stevenson 
classic.  We  very  much  appreciate  this 
holiday  gift  from  Mrs.  Adams. 

It  was  a  source  of  great  satisfaction  to 
receive  hundreds  of  Christmas  cards  from 
alumni,  former  instructors  and  n.any  other 
friends.  One  of  the  nice  things  about  the 
holiday  season  is  rei^dir.g  these  cards,  and 
posting  them  for  all  to  see.  Many  were 
personal  photos,  really  works  of  art.  We 
warmly  appreciate  the  kindness  of  all  in 
remembering  us. 

The  recreational  activities  of  the  boys 
for  the  next  twelve  weeks  will  be  devoted 
to  basketball.  The  varsity  and  junior 
varsity  teams  will  play  full  interscholastic 
schedules.  The  boys  not  on  these  teams 
compose  three  leagues,  each  with  four 
teams.  Thus  we  will  have  fourteen  teams 
in  basketball  competition,  with  each  team 
competing  as  far  as  possible  with  others  of 
equal  age  and  athletic  ability. 


member  of  our  Board  of  Trustees.  The 
books,  mainly  standard  classics,  are  being 
catalogued  and  will  be  ready  for  the  use 
of  our  boys  soon.  We  appreciate  this 
gift  very  much. 

The  Sea  Scouts  have  had  several 
meetings  recently,  and  the  boys  are  now 
getting  their  ship  ready  for  the  spring 
cruise  to  Maine.  Last  spring  the  trip  was 
very  eventful,  the  boys  having  varying 
experiences  to  recount  over  and  over, 
which  they  have  done.  This  year,  under 
the  leadership  of  Mr.  Moody,  the  skipper, 
even  a  more  eventful  cruise  is  planned. 

After  a  very  mild  season  the  weather 
changed  so  that  skating  and  sliding  have 
been  enjoyed  during  the  month.  We 
have  three  larL'e  skating  areas,  and  the 
front  avenue  makes  a  grand  coasting  hill. 
Needles?  to  say,  our  boys  thoroughly  enjoy 
these  winter  sports. 

Christmas  vacation  began  on  Decem- 
ber 21,  when  most  of  the  boys  left  for 
home.  School  re-opened  on  January  5. 
During  the  vacation  period  some  of  the 
boys  remained  with  us,  and  for  them  we 
held  special  holiday  programs. 

A  holiday  dancing  party  was  held  on 
the  evenini'  of  December  19,  under  the 
auspices    of    the     student    council.     Our 
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recreation  room  was  gaily  decorated,  and 
careful  plans  made  by  the  council  insured 
a  happy  event.  Music  was  furnished  by 
the  Billy  Reeve  Orchestra. 

The  Band  is  rehearsing  steadily,  anti- 
cipating several  trips  during  the  spring 
season,  including  participation  in  two 
ichool  music  festivals,  one  in  Quincy  and 
one  inWincheater.  The  big  annual  event 
for  the  group  is  the  annual  concert  in 
Faneuil  Hall,  in  April,  to  which  the 
public  is   invited. 

A  gala  Christmas  party  was  held  on 
December  20  in  our  chapel.  Gifts  for  all 
were  distributed  by  Santa  and  his  crew  of 
helpers  from  our  school  Christmas  tree. 
Refreshments  were  served  after  which  a 
fine  movie  was  enjoyed. 

Our  maintenance  staflf  has  been  busy 
replacing  a  heater-blower  in  Gardner  Hall 
gymnasium.  The  replacement  comes  from 
one  of  the  old  main  building  dormitory 
rooms  and  is  no  longer  needed  there.  It 
is  hoped  that  the  new  installation  will 
correct  a  heating  deficiency  in  the  gym 
which  has  bothered  us  somewhat  recently. 

News  of  the  Alumni 
Rev.  George  Waldron  Russell, 

of  the  class  of  1885,  died  on  January  4, 
1958.  He  spent  a  lifetime  as  a  Baptist 
minister  in  Vermont,  and  for  many  years 
made  his  home  in  Fairfax,  in  that  state. 
He  was  always  proud  that  he  was  one  of 
the  first  to  learn  the  printing  trade  at  our 
school,  and  that  he  received  his  musical 
instruction  here.  A  few  years  ago  he  pre- 
sented our  band  with  a  fine  trombone. 

He  taught  music  at  Austin-Cate  Aca- 
demy in  his  younger  days,  and  through- 
out his  ministry  was  very  much  interested 
in  young  people  and  their  activities.  Out- 
standing was  his  interest  in  the  musical  life 


of  the  communities  he  served  as  pastor. 

We  extend  our  sympathy  to  his 
son,  George  W.  Russell,  Jr.,  and  to  his 
two  grandchildren  and  to  the  other  family 
members. 

Edv^^ard  L.  Floyd,  '25 
It  is  with  deep  sorrow  that  we  report 
the  death  of  Edward  L.  Floyd,  on  Jan- 
uary 10.  Since  his  graduation  he  had 
continued  an  active  interest  in  Thompson 
Academy,  and  was  known  by  an  ever-wid- 
ening circle  of  students  and  staff  members 
of  this  school.  Our  sympathy  is  extended 
his  wife  and  other  family  members.  Burial 
wns  in  Rosedale  Cemetery,  Manchester, 
Massachusetts. 

Bruce  E.  Haeger,  '46,  is  a  student 
at  the  University  of  Connecticut.  Now 
that  he  is  a  little  nearer  Boston,  he  hopes 
that  he  may  be  able  to  visit  the  school 
soon.  His  address  is  99  West  Avenue, 
Willimantic,  Connecticut. 

Luke  W.  B.  Halfyard,  '21,  is  en- 
gineer in  charge  of  one  of  Boston's  larger 
department  stores,  a  position  he  has  held 
for  many  years.  He  maintains  a  warm 
interest  in  all  phases  of  Thompson  Island 
life,  and  may  be  counted  upon  to  be  pres- 
ent at  alumni  meetings, 

Alton  B.  Butler,  '26,  has  for 
many  years  been  a  salesman  for  a  mobile 
home  company.  He  visited  the  school 
recently,  and  was  much  impressed  with 
tne  many  changes  which  have  been 
made  during  the  past  two  years. 

Officers  of    the  Alumni    Association 

Charles  O.  Rolfe,  *15,  President 
George  O.  Poole,  '27.  Vice  President 

Clifton  E.  Albee,  '21,  Secretary 

Donald  S.  MacPherson,  '17,  Treasurer 

G.  George  Larsson,   '17,  Historian 
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First  National  Bank  Trip 
The  members  of  our  two  Economics 
classes,  the  Bookkeeping  class  and  Civics 
class,  Jhirty-four  boys  in  all,  and  our 
Supervisor  of  Instruction,  Mr.  Lindsey, 
and  our  Commercial  subject  teacher, 
Mr.  Thompson,  went  on  a  field  trip  to 
the  main  office  of  the  First  National  Bank 
of  Boston,  on  January  23.  The  per- 
sonnel director  of  the  bank,  Mr.  Wright, 
had  been  contacted  and  made  arrange- 
ments for  the  trip. 

After  welcoming  our  group  Mr. 
Wright  explained  the  functions  of  a  bank, 
the  Federal  Reserve  System,  checking 
accounts  and  many  other  important  roles 
played  by  a  modern  bank.  The  boys  had 
many  questions  which  Mr.  Wright  an- 
swered. As  may  be  expected,  most  of  the 
boys  did  not  know  that  the  banking 
business  was  so  complex,  although  in 
their  studies  they  had  had  an  introduction 
to  the  general  functions  of  a  large  city 
bank. 

^.  Mr.  Wright  then  secured   the    assist- 

''fc^anceof  Mr.  Starker,  and  our  group  was 
taken  on  a  tour  of  the  departments  of  the 
bank.  They  were  naturally  tremendously 
interested  in  the  large  vaults,  the  money 
counting  machines,  the  35mm  camera 
equipment  used  in  photographing  checks, 
and   in    many  other  departments   of   the 

^     bank. 

*'  It  was  a  very  educational  and  worth- 


while field  trip,  no  doubt  made  so  by  the 
kind  and  understanding  guidance  of 
Mr.  Wright  and  Mr.  Starker.  We  extend 
hearty  thanks  to  these  gentlemen,  and  to 
the  First  National  Bank  for  the  kindness 
and  courtesy  extended  our  group. 

February  Parent's    Council    Meeting 

The  first  Parent's  Council  meeting  of 
the  new  year  was  held  on  Sunday,  Feb.  2, 
with  President  Elmer  Ficks  in  the  chair. 
Our  school  chaplain,  Mr.  Kehew,  gave 
the  Invocation,  after  which  a  very  fine 
and  complete  secretary's  report  was  given 
by  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Hersey.  Mr.  Ficks 
made  several  interesting  and  pointed  re- 
marks regarding  the  work  of  the  Council, 
after  which  Mr.  Pearl  explained  the  merit 
marking  system  and  discussed  plans  for 
the  mid-winter  and  Easter  vacations.  Mr. 
Pearl  took  pleasure  in  reading  the  names 
of  46  students  on  the  Honor  Roll,  of  which 
eleven  were  cum  laude. 

A  showing  of  colored  slides  of  the 
Academy  was  then  given,  with  Mr.  Pearl 
and  Mr.  Albee  commenting  on  the  pic- 
tures, more  than  100  in  number,  and  all 
dealing  with  some  phase  of  school  life. 
They  were  very  much  enjoyed. 

After  announcing  that  the  next  meet- 
ing of  the  Council  will  be  held  on  March 
16  the  meeting  was  adjourned.  Time 
permitted  many  of  the  parents    to    have 
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The  greatest  need  of  the  world  to-day 
b  the  rebuilding  of  the  Christian  spirit  of 
service,  the  basic  development  plan  at  our 
home  school.  Why  not  help  a  fine,  worthy 
boy  achieve  his  goal  by  making  a  financial 
contribution  to  America's  best  investment? 
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personal  consultations  with  the  teachers 
regarding  the  work  their  sons  are  doing 
academically. 

Editorial-Message  to  High  Schoolers 

We  read  in  the  papers  that  colleges 
are  raising  their  tuition  costs.  This  is 
necessary  to  prepare  the  way  for  the  great 
increase  of  students  which  will  be  coming 
to  them  in  the  next  few  years. 

Not  only  is  the  tuition  being  raised, 
but  entrance  requirements  also.  In  New 
Hampshire  the  policy  has  been  to  admit 
those  in  the  top  third  of  their  high.school 
class  to  the  state  university.  Now  there  is 
discussion  as  to  whether  tliis  shall  be 
changed  to  the  top  quarter. 

High  schoolers  will  do  well  to  re- 
member that  colleiies  are  becoming  in- 
creasingly more  selective.  The  day  when 
they  were  looking  for  students,  and  almost 
anyone  with  a  high  school  diplomas  could 
enter,  have  gone. 

According  to  late  reports,  President 
Eisenhower  proposes  that  the  Federal 
government  give  10,000  four  year  schol- 
arships per  year  for  the  next  four  years. 
This  indicates  that  the  bright,  ambitious 
boy  or  girl  will  have  the  best  opportunity 
ever  to  secure  a  college  education. 

But  every  high  schooler  with  hopes 
of  college  must  learn  to  work  while  he  is 
in  secondary  school.  Good  looks,  a 
winning  smile  and  easy  excuses  will  not 
count  any  more.  Performance  alone  will 
be  the  criterion  for  college  admission. 

The  Crusaders 

The  Crusaders  are  a  group  of  boys 
who  meet  "under  the  rose"  for  Christian 
nurture  and  to  help  bring  in  the  Kingdom 
of  God  on  this  Island. 

The  boys  start  as  Squires  and  after 
passing  certain  tests  become  Knight  Cru- 
saders  then    Knight  Defenders  and  after 
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one  year  may  become  Knight  Templars. 

The  accolade  of  Knight  Defender  is 
given  only  once  a  year  and  after  the  Knight 
has  suffered  pain.  The  annual  quest  was 
held  January  31  and  included  a  trip  over 
town. 

The  Knights  visited  the  Boston  Public 
Library  to  see  the  Abbey  murals  "Quest 
ofthe'Holy  Grail"  and  the  meaning  of 
the  fifteen  panels  was  explained. 

Then  a  stop  was  made  at  the  famous 
DuBairy  French  Restaurant  where  among 
other  things  snails  were  enjoyed  by  some 
and  not  enjoyed  by  others. 

i'feei  group  then  saw  part  of  a  moving 
picture*'show  featuring  the  training  of  the 
Royal  Canadian  Mounted  Police. 

Crusaders  making  the  trip  were  Baron 
Paul,  K.  D.  (Ralph  Patterson),  K.  C.  Luke 
(Robert  Hoinghaus),  K.  C.  Ralph  (Ralph 
Snell),  K.  C,  Anthony  (Gary  Antonio), 
K.  C.  James  (James  Ripley),  K.  C.  Donald 
(Donald  Maciel),  K.  C.  Aloysius  (Robert 
Wright),  and  K.  C.John  (James  Gorman.) 

Mr.  Kehew,  our  Chaplain,  supervises 
the  Crusaders.  Under  his  quiet  direction 
the  boys  have  developed  a  warm  spirit  of 
fellowship  "under  the  rose." 

Mr.  Bazler's  Art  Glass 
Many  of  our  boys  like  to  draw,  and 
many  draw  quite  well.  For  this  reason 
we  decided  to  hold  an  art  cla^s  weekly, 
and  Mr.  Fred  Bazler,  Jr.,  ot  the  Massachu- 
setts College  of  Art,  has  kindly  consented 
to  give  his  services  in  teaching  the  group. 
The  first  class  was  held  on  January  29, 
v;ith  an  attendance  of  thirty.  Mr.  Bazler 
used  the  period  in  having  the  boys  draw 
what  they  wished  in  order  to  give  him 
opportunity  to  have  a  starting  point  upon 
which  to  base  his  instruction. 

Enthusiasm  for  the  work  is  high,  and 
we  anticipate  a  steaciily  growing  interest. 


the  services  of  a  specialist  in  the  field,  and 
instruction  in  art  will  no  doubt  become 
very  important  to  many  of  our  boys. 

Mr.  Pearl  Joins  the  Masons 
Our  Headmaster,  Houghton  D.  Pearl, 
was  inducted  as  a  member  of  the  Joseph 
Warren  Lodge,  A.  F.  8c  A.  M.,  on  Tues- 
day evening,  January  28.  Four  of  our 
alumni  took  part  in  the  investiture  cere- 
mony. They  were  Howard  M.  Colpitts, 
'39.  Clarence  P.  Hobson,  '25.  David  E. 
Long,  '22,  and  Donald  S.  MacPherson, 
'17. 

Other  alumni  present  included: 

William  C.   Burns,   '37  W.    Marshall  Hall,   '27 

Howard  B.   Ellis,  '98  John  E.   Kervin,   '20 

Merton  P.   Ellis,   '97  Lawrence  A.  Murphy,  '18 

Luke  W.  Halfyard,  '21  Joseph  L.  Pendergast,  '16 
W.  Chester  Parsons,  '36 
It  was  the  first  time  that  a  faculty 
member  of  the  School  haJ  joined  the 
Masons  while  he  had  a  Thompson's  Island 
residence.  The  ceremony  was  a  happy 
and  inspirational  event,  both  for  Mr. 
Pearl  and  his  alumni  and  other  friends  in 
attendance. 

Topics  in  Brief 

We  are  very  proud  of  the  new,  mag- 
netic type  basketball  scoreboard  which  has 
recently  been  installed  in  Gardner  Hall 
gymnasium.  Good  looking  and  efficient^ 
it  is  a  grand  piece  of  equipment  which 
we  have  needed  for  a  long  time.  We  are 
grateful  to  William  L.  Young,  of  the 
Class  of  1928,  who  provided  the  funds 
with  which  the  board  was  purchased. 

It  was  our  privilege  to  have  the  coach 
and  basketball  squad  of  St.  Andrews  School 
of  West  Barrington,  R.  I.,  here  on  Febru- 
ary 1.  Our  guests  arrived  in  time  for 
lunch,  and  in  the  afternoon  two  games 
were  played,  one  varsity  and  another 
junior    varsity.     Both    games    were    hard 


Although  not  new  to  our  school,  it  is  the     fought,  and    in    both    contests    our   boys 
first  time  that  we  have  been  able  to  have     came  from  behind  to  win. 
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Fifteen  of  the  boys,  who  won  honors 
for  room  care,  attended  the  Sportsmens 
Show  in  Boston  on  February  5.  The 
boys  enjoyed  the  many  exhibits,  which 
included  practically  everything  used  in  the 
sporting  world.  As  might  be  expected, 
they  were  tremendously  thrilled  with  the 
many  boats  on  exhibit. 

Our  Sunday  devotional  exercises  are 
conducted  by  Dr.  Frederick  Kehew,  our 
school  chaplain,  who  is  serving  his  third 
year  in  the  position.  Dr.  Kehew  plans 
his  services  so  that  they  serve  both  in- 
structional and  inspirational  purposes. 
The  formal  service  is  held  Sunday 
mornings,  and  in  the  evening  a  vesper 
service,  with  a  guest  speaker,  is  held. 

Our  seventh  graders  are  proud  of  the 
recent  addition  to  their  classroom  library 
of  asetofthe  classic"Book  of  Knowledge," 
a  gift  of  Thomas  Temple  Pond.  Our 
thanks  to  Mr.  Pond. 

News  of  the  Alumni 
Our  congratulations  to  WiLLIAM  H. 
MaNSON  and  Mrs.  Manson  upon  the 
arrival  of  William  Henry  Manson  III  on 
January  19,  1958.  Bouncing  Billy  weighed 
5  1b..  I5I2  oz. 

William  L.  Schlegel,  '41,  served 
in  World  War  II  and  earned  a  Corporal's 
rating.  In  1946  he  entered  the  employ  of 
the  Raytheon  Company  and  for  the  past 
twelve  years  has  been  working  on  Guided 
Missiles,  particularly  the  Hawk,  Lark  and 
Sparrow.  At  present  he  is  general  foreman 
of  the  department  which  manufactures 
and  tests  the  hydraulic  servo  valve  mech- 
anisms on  the  Sparrow  Missile.  He  has 
charge  of  100  men.  This  department 
works  three  shifts,  and  one  may  imai^ine 
the  number  of  missile  valve  assemblies 
which  are  manufactured  monthly. 

The  Schlegels  live  at  22  Hoyt  Avenue, 


in  Lowell.  Bill  writes  that  his  two  sons 
and  two  daughters  keep  him  and  Mrs. 
Schelgel  busy.  He  looks  forward  to  the 
time  when  the  Schlegel  family  may  visit 
Thompson's  Island.  So  do  we.  It  is 
always  a  joy  to  have  graduates  an4  their 
families  visit. 

Henry  A.  Schramm,  '29,  has  sent 
us  a  note  wishing  the  school  good  fortune 
in  its  period  of  growth.  He,  like  sdTiiany 
other  alumni,  enjoys  the  BeacoN  and 
other  sources  which  carry  news  of  the 
school.  His  address  is  100  Gardner  Street, 
Hingham,    Mass. 

Warren  M.  Linnell,  '38,  has 
been  in  Florida  for  some  time.  He  has 
written  asking  for  addresses  of  Thompson 
Academy  boys  in  his  area.  We  have 
enough  alumni  in  Florida  so  that  the  day 
is  not  far  away  when  we  may  have  a 
Thompson  Academy  Florida  get-together. 
Warren's  home  is  at  2601  Taft  Street, 
Hollywood,  Florida. 

William  C.  Burns,  '37,  writes  that 
he  was  much  pleased  to  read  the  newspaper 
account  of  the  party  which  the  young 
alumni  helped  give  our  Band  Director, 
Frank  L.  Warren.  Time  moves  swifdy 
for  it  does  not  seem  to  be  21  years  ago 
that  Bill  was  our  solo  cornetist.  During 
all  these  years  he  has  kept  in  close  contact 
with  the  School,  and  has  served  as  Alumni 
Secretary.  He  adds  that  Thomas  C. 
Kenvin.  drum  major  in  his  time,  is  "on 
the  way"  to  becoming  a  member  of  the 
Masonic  order  in  Wilmington. 

OflScers  of    the  Alumni   Association 

Charles  O.  Rolfe,  '15,  President 
George  O.  Poole,  '27.  Vice  President 

Clifton  E.  Albee,  '21,  Secretary 

Donald  S.  MacPherson,  '17,  Treasurer 

G.  George  Larsson,  '17,  Historian 
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Parents  Council  Meeting 

A  meeting  of  the  Parents  Council  was 
held  at  the  School  on  Sunday,  March  16. 
The  meeting  opened  with  the  Invocation 
by  Dr.  Kehew,  followed  by  a  perusal  of 
the  printed  copies  of  the  Secretary's  report 
of  the  previous  meeting.  Mrs.  Hersey's 
fine  work  in  this  office  is  certainly  much 
appreciated. 

Mr.  Pearl  opened  his  remarks  by 
noting  the  sad  passing  of  Mrs.  Edna  Zisk, 
mother  of  one  of  our  students.  Mrs.  Zisk 
was  friendly  by  nature,  and  warmly  re- 
garded by  both  our  students  and  their 
parents.  Sympathy  was  extended  her 
son,  Ronald,  and  the  other  members  of 
the  family.  A  silent  period  in  her  memory 
was  held. 

The  fact  that  we  are  in  a  very  com- 
petitive period  was  strongly  pointed  out  by 
Mr.  Pearl,  who  urged  the  parents  to 
encourage  their  sons  to  great  academic 
eflfort.  Mr.  Pearl  expects  each  student  to 
achieve  a  solid  "B"  rating,  without  which 
he  said  entrance  to  college  would  be 
rather  difficult. 

Thirty  examples  of  art  work  done  by 
Mr.  Bazler's  boys  were  on  exhibition. 
The  parents  were  impressed  with  the 
excellent  results  achieved,  and  Mr.  Pearl 
paid  special  tribute  to  Mr.  Bazler'i  skill  in 
organizing  and  conducting  the  course  so 
as  to  keep  the  pupils'  interest  at  high 
pitch. 


The  meeting  concluded  with  a  dis- 
cussion on  just  how  the  evermounting 
costs  of  a  college  education  are  to  be  met. 
Three  of  the  undergraduates,  Richard  Dey, 
Donald  Corliss,  and  Thomas  McGarty, 
made  up  the  forum.  Much  thought  had 
been  given  the  discussion,  and  it  was 
entered  into  with  vigor.  Many  excellent 
points  were  brought  out,  with  several  of 
the  parents  expressing  their  views,  some 
rather  pointedly.  It  was  a  lively  and 
interesting    period. 

This  meeting  was  one  of  the  best  we 
have  had,  and  credit  is  due  Mr.  Picks, 
who  has  served  as  President  these  past  two 
years,  giving  the  office  the  benefit  of  his 
wide  experience  in  church,  community, 
and  civic  service. 

The  next  meeting  will  be  a  beach 
party  to  be  held  in  the  late  spring. 

The  Band  Plays  for  Engineers  Club 
Our  school  band,  under  the  direction 
of  Frank  L.  Warren,  played  a  concert 
for  the  Engineers  Blue  Room  Club,  a 
Masonic  organization,  on  March  8.  The 
boys  were  served  a  fine  dinner,  saw  a 
Joe  E.  Brown  movie,  then  played  the 
concert.  Later  in  the  evening  a  one  hour 
professional  vaudeville  entertainment  was 
enjoyed.  We  warmly  appreciate  the  in- 
erest  in  our  Band  shown  by  the  Engineers 
Club  membership,  which  includes  several 
of  our  alumni. 
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The  ^reateit  need  of  the  world  to-day 
U  the  rebuilding  of  the  Christian  spirit  of 
seryice,  the  basic  development  plan  at  our 
home  school.  Why  not  help  a  fine,  worthy 
boy  achieve  his  goal  by  making  a  financial 
contribution  to  America's  best  investment? 


An  Interesting  Trip 
The  members  of  our  advanced  classes 
have  recently  had  the  pleasure  of  visiting 
the  Aeolian-Skinner  organ  plants.  This 
company  is  one  of  the  foremost  builders  of 
organs  in  the  country.  Our  trips  were 
arranged  by  Michael  A.  Gariepy,  father 
of  oneof  ourstudents,  who  also  acted  ajihost 
and  guide  for  our  groups.  The  intricate 
detail  and  work  which  is  required  was  a 
revelation  to  our  boys,  and  several  instru- 
ments were  seen  in  the  process  of  man- 
ufacture. This  company  makes  about  35 
organs  a  year,  and  the  instruments  are 
designed  for  large  churches,  cathedrals, 
universities,  and  convention  halls.  No 
automation  is  used,  and  the  organs  are  so 
precisely  made  that  little  or  no  adjustment 
is  necessary  once  they  are  installed.  Those 
who  made  these  most  interesting  trips  are 
indebted  to  the  Company,  and  to  Mr. 
Gariepy,  for  a  very  fascinating  experience. 

The  Art  Glass 
Our  art  class,  which  meets  once  week- 
ly under  the  tutelege  of  Fred  Bazler,  Jr., 
is  doing  some  mighty  fine  work.  Mr. 
Bazler  has  the  knack  of  keeping  his  students 
busy  and  interested,  with  the  result  that 
class  attendance  to  this  elective  course  is 
high.  It  is  hoped  that  towards  the  close 
of  the  school  year  we  may  have  a  Thomp- 
son Academy  Art  Festival,  at  which 
time  the  best  work  of  each  student  will  be 
exhibited- 

<   .  Topics  in  Brief 

A  record  seventeen-inch  snowfall  with- 
in a  24  hour  period,  accompanied  by  gale 
winds  and  frigid  temperatures,  combined 
to  give  us  a  February  16  day  of  weather 
which  will  long  remain  in  memory.  It  was 
surely  a  vicious  storm.  We  at  the  School 
were  very  comfortable,  although  some 
concern  was  felt  when  we  lost  our  electric 
power.     Fortunately  the  line   break   was 


THOMPSON'S  ISLAND  BEACON 


on  the  mainland  and  repairs  quickly  made. 
Our  boating  equipment  weathered  the 
storm  well,  with  the  exception  of  our 
gangway,  which  was  demolished.  Very 
fortunately,  an  old  friend  of  the  school, 
Fred  Esterhill,  was  able  to  secure  a  suitable 
replacement.  We  certainly  appreciate 
Mr.  Esterhill's  help  in  this  matter. 

Commissioner  Knowlesofthe  Boston 
Council  of  Boy  Scouts  was  here  oh  Feb. 
25  observing  the  work  being  done  with 
our  Boy  Scout  troop.  William  Cunning, 
our  eighth  grade  teacher,  is  Scoutmaster 
of  our  troop.  He  has  a  long  tenure  of 
service  in  Scouting. 

Our  boat  captain,  William  Moody, 
has  been  teaching  a  course  on  small  boat 
handling  during  these  winter  months.  He 
is  also  the  Skipper  of  our  Sea  Scout  unit, 
and  many  of  the  scouts  are  members  of 
this  Navigation  class.  The  boys  follow  a 
standard  course,  work  from  an  excellent 
text,  and  each  class  member  is  doing  a 
good  job. 

The  winter  vacation  began  on  Feb. 
15  and  ended  on  Feb.  23.  All  except  a 
very  few  boys  were  home.  Those  who 
remained  had  a  grand  time,  for  the  big 
February  storm  made  ideal  snow  sports 
possible.  Movies  and  other  entertainment 
were  plcisant  vacation  diversions. 

The  varsity  basketball  season  has 
ended  and  the  boys  earned  a  commend- 
able record.  The  final  game  attracted  the 
most  interest,  and  was  played  with  an 
alumni  team.  The  young  graduates  did  a 
terrific  job,  and  apparently  had  lost  none 
of  the  «kill  which  made  them  standout 
players  of  recent  Thompson  teams.  The 
game  was  reasonably  close  until  the  final 
quarter  when  the  alumni  scored  almost  at 
will,  winning  by  a  comfortable  margin.  It 
was  an  exciting  game,  and  well  played. 
Following  the  contest  the  members  of  both 


teams  were  hosts  of  Headmaster  and  Mrs. 
Pearl  at  a  social  hour  at  Adams  House. 

Scoring  records  are  always  interesting 
to  our  boys,  and  we  are  glad  to  name  the 
1958  basketball  varsity  leading  scorers- 
Thomas  Cronin  was  first  with  110  points, 
and  Stanton  Pearson  second,  with  93. 
Donald  Taylor  had  73  points  for  third 
place,  followed  closely  by  Barry  Fuller, 
with  69.  Ten  games  were  played,  and 
the  varsity  averaged  46  points  in  each 
game.  The  junior  varsity  played  three 
games  and  averaged  28  points  per  game. 
Francis  Antinerella  was  high  scorer  with 
36  points. 

Our  senior  and  junior  classes  visited 
the  Air  Force  Base  at  Bedford  on  March 
12.  Courteous  and  very  competent  guides 
escorted  our  group  over  much  of  the  Base. 
Naturally  our  boys  were  thoroughly  inter- 
ested in  activities  and  equipment  at  Bed- 
ford and  their  many  queries  were  carefully 
answered  by  the  officer  who  conducted 
the  tour  and  the  heads  of  the  many  de- 
partments. 

Four  of  the  boys  teamed  together  to 
give  usa  pleasant  evening  of  entertainment 
on  March  16.  John  Rowlingson  sang 
several  popular  tunes,  playing  his  own 
accompaniment  on  the  guitar.  Later  he 
and  Earl  Chamberlain  sang  and  per- 
formed a  group  of  songs  and  instrumental 
numbers.  John  Mitchell  rounded  out  the 
program  with  a  half  hour  movie  program, 
showing  cartoons  and  comedies,  using  his 
own  film  and  8mm.  projector.  Ronald 
Zisk  was  producer  of  the  show.  The 
entertainment  was  the  boys'  own  idea  and 
was  staged  with  extremely  little  staff  help. 

Baseball  Schedule — Varsity 

April  25,  Friday 

Rivers  Country  Day  at  Brookline 

April  30,    Wednesday 
Milton  Academy  2nds  at  Milton 


THOMPSON'S   ISLAND    BEACON 


May  2,  Friday 
Noble  &  Greenough  JV's  at  Dedham 

May  6,  Tuesday 
Cambridge  School  of  Weston  at  Weston 

May  9,  Friday 
Cambridge  School  of  Weston  at  Island 

May  13,  Tuesday 
Christian  High  School  at  Island 

May  16,  Friday 
Roxbury  Latin  School  at  Island 

May  20,  Tuesday 
Christian  High  School  at  Island 

May  23,  Friday 
Hatch  Prep,  of  Newport  at  Island 

May  27,  Tuesday 
New  Prep,  at  Island 

Senior  CoeflBcient 

May  7,  Wednesday 

Browne  &  Nichols  at  Island 

May  12,  Monday 
Thayer  Academy  at  Braintree 

May  15,  Thursday 
Rivers  Country  Day  at  Brookline 

May  21,  Wednesday 
Thayer  Academy  at  Island 

May  24,  Saturday 
Governor  Dummer  at  Byfield 

May  28,  Wednesday 
Roxbury  Latin  at  Island 

Tennis 

May  19,  Monday 

Roxbury  Latin  at  West  Roxbury 

3  Singles  Matches 

2  Doubles  Matches 

Track 

May  24,  Saturday 
Grades   7  &  8  at  Fay  School,  Southboro 

News  of  the  Alumni 
Howard  M.  Colpitts,  '39,  is  As- 
sistant Clerk  of  Courts  for  the  County  of 
Middlesex.     He  has  worked  in  the  Court 
system  since  1941,  except  for  three  years 


plus,  when  he  was  a  member  of  the  U.  S. 
Marine  Corps  during  World  War  II.  He 
is  a  32nd  Degree  Mason,  and  a  member 
of  the  Aleppo  Temple  of  the  Shrine.  He 
was  married  in  1947,  and  he  and  Mrs. 
Colpitts  are  active  in  the  work  of  the  Park 
Avenue  Congregational  Church  of  Arling- 
ton. The  Colpitts  live  at  9  Paul  Revere 
Road,  in  Arlington. 

David  B.  Britt  and  Marjorie  Joan 
Hoag  were  married  on  Dec.  26,  1957. 
Our  congratulations  and  best  wishes  to 
the  happy  couple. 

David  E.  Long,  '22,  has  for  some 
years  headed  his  own  company,  the  David 
E.  Long  Corp.,  manufacturers  of  DEL 
protective  coatings.  He  was  involved  in 
an  auto  accident  last  fall,  which  forced 
him  to  miss  our  alumni  dinner.  How- 
ever he  has  now  practically  recovered 
from  injuries  sustained  in  the  accident. 

Frederick  E.  Munich,  '20,  has 
been  active  in  the  alumni  projects  of  Pratt 
Institute  for  many  years.  Quite  recently 
he  received  his  Professional  Engineers 
License,  State  of  New  York.  He  lives  at 
474  Maple  Avenue,  Glen  Rock,  N.  J. 

Robert  W.  MacWha,  '40,  is  a 
Master  Sergeant,  USAF,  and  is  stationed 
in  the  Azores.  He  is  married,  and  has 
two  daughters,  one  12  and  the  other  8. 
He  expects  to  be  at  his  present  post  for 
another  18  months.  His  address  is  M- 
Sgt.  Robert  MacWha,  1605th  EMS,  APO 
406,  Box  263,  New  York,  New  York. 

Wiley  L.  Bishop,  *47,  received  his 
discharge  as  S-Sgt.  from  the  USAF  in 
February  1956,  and  went  to  work  for  the 
Denniion  Company,  in  their  Boston  office. 
In  August,  1956,  he  was  transferred  to  the 
Cleveland  branch  of  the  company.  He  is 
a  salesman,  and  likes  his  work.  He  is 
married  and  very  happy  in  his  new  home 
at  Willoughby,  Ohio. 
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The  Gymnasium  Project 

We  are  happy  to  report  that  the  pro- 
ject to  build  a  gymnasium  at  Thompson 
Academy  is  taking  shape.  The  building 
will  cost  $200,000  and  will  have  besides 
facilities  for  basketball  and  dressing  rooms 
with  showers,  a  full  sized  stage  for  enter- 
tainments of  all  kinds.  The  School  has 
needed  a  new  gymnasium  for  a  long  time 
and  now  the  project  is  within  reach. 

If  we  raise  $100,000  a  matching  amount 
has  been  pledged  by  a  great  foundation. 
So  far  we  have  $40,000  raised  through  the 
efforts  of  trustees.  The  alumni,  under 
the  able  chairmanship  of  Harold  Edwards, 
is  now  organized  to  raise  $20,000  or  more. 
The  trustees  will  continue  their  drive  to 
get  the  balance. 

Thompson  Academy  is  in  the  process 
of  taking  its  place  as  one  of  the  great  pre- 
paratory schools  of  New  England.  We 
now  have  boys  from  grade  7  through  high 
school.  Having  older  boys  we  need  to 
expand  our  athletic  program  and  adjust  it 
to  the  new  average  age  just  ai  we  have 
done  with  our  academic  schedule  and  list 
of  courses  required. 

This  proposed  gymnasium  is  the  first 
substantial  financial  and  building  project 
we  have  had  in  many  years  and  is  abso- 
lutely essential  to  further  development  of 
our  students.  The  new  gymnasium  is  a 
necessary  and  required  facility  for  the  staff 
to  carry  out  its  work  and  plans. 


We  shall  hope  that  all  friends,  alumni, 
and  people  who  have  the  interest  of  the 
younger  generation  at  heart  will  feel  dis- 
posed to  assist  such  a  wonderful  project. 

An  Invitation 

A  cordial  invitation  is  extended  all 
friends  of  the  School  to  attend  the  Annual 
Spring  Concert  of  our  Band.  This  will 
take  place  in  historic  Faneuil  Hall  on 
Sunday,  April  27,  at  2:15  p.  m.  Nothing 
would  please  us  more  than  to  have  a  large 
audience.  No  further  invitation  than  this 
is  necessary  and  no  admission  tickets  are 
required. 

The  purpose  of  the  concert  is  to  give 
the  parents  and  friends  of  the  boys,  and 
the  many  other  friends  of  the  Academy, 
opportunity  to  enjoy  the  concert  and  note 
what  the  boys  have  accomplished  in  music 
study  during  the  winter  months. 

The  Band  will  participate  in  the  New 
England  School  Music  Festivals  in  Quincy 
on  May  10  and  in  Winchester  on  May  3. 
The  expenses  of  the  Faneuil  Hall  concert, 
and  of  the  Festivals,  are  substantial,  and 
friends  of  the  Band  are  invited  to  make 
little  contributions  to  help  meet  these 
expenses.  Donations  mailed  to  the  School 
will  be  gratefully  akcnowledged. 

Do  come  to  Faneuil  Hall  and  bring 
your  friends.  You  will  be  warmly  wel- 
comed. 


THOMPSON'S   ISLAND    BEACON 


fee^pson's  Island  Beacoe 

Published     Monthly  by 

THOMPSON    ACADEMY 

Thompson's  Island,  Boston  Harbor 

PRIVATE     SCHOOL     FOR       BOYS     OF     EXCELLENT 
CHARACTER    SUPPORTED    BY   ENDOWMENTS. 
TUITION   FEES    AND     SUBSCRIPTIONS. 


Houghton  D.  Pearl 

Headmaster 

Vol.  61     No.  12 

April  1958 

Subscription  Price      •     •     ■ 

.      One  Dollar  Per  Year 

BOARD   OF    TRUSTEES 


Celvin  Page  Bartlett,    President 
Alfred  C.  Malm.    Viee-Prtsident 
Bartlett  Harwood,  Jr.,  Treasurer 
Merton  P.   Ellis,   Secretary 
John  B.   Pierce,   Jr.,   Assistant Seeretary 
Term  Expires  1958 

Gorham  Brooks 

Donald  S.   MacPherson 
Arthur  G.    Miller 
Augustus  P.  Loring 
Robert  H.   Gardiner 
E.  Francis  Bowditob 
Myron  A.  Pratt 
Term  Expires  1959 
Leverett  Saltonstall 
Moses  Williams 
George  S.  Mumford,  Jr. 
Frederic  Winthrop 
John  Lowell 

Samuel  Tyler,  Jr.,  D.  D. 
G.   George  Larsson 
Term  Expires  1960 
Ralph  B.  Williams 
Thomas  Temple  Pond 
Howland  S.  Warren 
Lawrence  Terry 
John  Q.   Adams 
Peter  Fuller 
Clarence  P.  Hobson 

Advisory    Committee 
George  P.  Denny,  M.  D. 
N.   Penrose  Hallowell 
James  H.  Lowell 
Charles  E.  Mason 
Mason  Sears 

Philip  H.Theopold 


The  greatest  need  of  the  world  to-day 
is  the  rebuilding  of  the  Christian  spirit  of 
service,  the  basic  development  plan  at  our 
home  school.  Why  not  help  a  fine,  worthy 
boy  achieve  his  goal  by  making  a  financial 
contribution  to  America's  best  investment? 


Editorial— Report  Card  Rewards 

Report  cards  have  been  issued  this 
week,  and  one  of  our  boys  has  stated 
calmly  just  how  much  his  card  was  worth 
to  him.  It  seems  a  relative  gives  this  lad 
cash  awards  for  each  "A",  each  "B",and 
each  "C".  We  don't  question  the  basic 
truth  of  the  boy's  statement,  although  he 
may  have  exaggerated  somewhat. 

We  wonder  if  this  a  widespread  prac- 
tice?    We  hope  not. 

Now,  in  this  day  of  Sputniks,  flying 
missiles,  and  other  world  shattering  hap- 
penings, we  don't  assume  that  the  reward- 
ing of  a  report  card  is  the  greatest  issue  of 
the  day.  But  we  have  noticed  that  boys 
today  are,  in  too  many  cases,  a  rather 
demanding  lot.  Many  expect  rewards 
for  good  report  cards—  and  some  not  so 
good.  Many  expect  pay  for  running  an 
errand,  or  doing  almost  any  kind  of 
chore. 

It  makes  us  wonder  whether  a  young- 
ster shouldn't  be  proud  to  do  the  best  he 
is  capable  of  without  thinking  of  a  cash 
reward.  Are  not  the  rewards  of  parental 
praise  and  gratitude  of  sufficient  satisfac- 
tion? The  "what  do  I  get  out  of  it" 
attitude  of  too  many  of  today's  youngsters 
should  be  strongly  discouraged. 

We  believe  that  every  boy  should  be 
expected  to  show  a  good  report  card.  He 
should  indeed  learn  to  dread  showing  any 
other  kind!  We  further  believe  that  cash 
rewards  for  doing  what  should  reasonably 
be  expected  be  eliminated — whether  it  is 
school  work  or  helping  with  home  chores. 

Senator  Powers  Visits  Us 
State  Senator  John  E.  Powers  spoke 
to  an  assembly  of  our  high  school  students 
on  April  10.  His  talk  was  informative 
and  inspiring;  in  fact,  it  was  a  red  letter 
occasion  for  us. 

Senator  Powers  first  gave  an  overall 
picture  of  the  state  government  and  noted 
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the  ever-growing  need  for  more  young 
men  to  train  themselves  for  public  service. 
Towards  the  close  of  his  talk  he  reminisced 
and  gave  the  highlights  of  his  career  in 
politics. 

A   question    and    answer   period  fol- 
lowed the  Senator's    address.     The  boys 


enjoyed.  Our  English  teacher,  Mr.  Cam- 
piaola  made  the  arrangements  for  the 
trip,  and  alerted  the  boys  as  to  what  to 
look  for  in  the  play.  The  stage  settings 
were  simple,  yet  entirely  adequate.  The 
plot  dealt  with  the  emotional  qualities  of 
an  immigrant  family.     We  think  that  our 


asked  many  provocative  questions.    Chief     readers  who  find  it  posiible  to  attend  this 
among  these  was  the  much-discussed  pro-     play.  or  subsequent   ones    staged  by  this 


posed  state  withholding  income  tax.  The 
Senator  explained  that  so  many  fail  to 
meet  their  present  tax  obligations  that  it 
would  take  an  army  to  catch  up  with  them. 
He  is  strongly  in  favor  of  the  withholding 
plan.  The  voting  age  was  discussed,  and 
Senator  Powers  favors  18  as  the  voting 
age.  The  poor  shipping  business  of  the 
port  of  Boston  was  brought  up.  1  he  diffi- 
culties presently  facing  the  City  of  Boston 
were  pointed  out.  Several  other  matters 
were  discussed. 

Senator  Powers  was  reluctant  to  speak 
of  his  brilliant  career,  but  upon  special 
request  of  Mr.  Pearl,  he  did  tell  our  boys 


very  competent  company,  will  find  enter- 
tainment to  their  liking, 

A  group  of  the  boys  had  opportunity 
to  see  the  motion  picture,  "Bridge  on  the 
River  Kwai"  recently.  This  is  one  of  the 
better  new  movies,  and  our  group  enjoyed 
it  very  much.  The  musical  score  was  quite 
unusual  for  a  movie,  and  was  an  outstand- 
ing feature  of  the  film.  It  was  good  to 
hear  the  arrangement  of  the  Colonel  Bogey 
piece,  long  so  popular  with  our  band,  for 
it  was  almost  whimsical  in  its  odd  setting. 

The  sophomore  science  class,  under 
the  direction  of  Mr.  Sanderson,  had  a 
very  iatisfactory  field  trip  to  the  Boston 


that  he  became  fatherless  at  a  very  young     Museum  of  Science  recently.     The  plans 


age,  and  that  his  formal  education  ended 
at  the  second  year  of  high  school.  Sheer 
deterimation  and  ambition  were  the 
basic  ingredients  in  his  success.  This  per- 
sonal history,  although  told  simply  and 
briefly,  made  a  profound  impression  upon 
our  students. 

We  were  extremely  fortunate  to  have 
Senator  Powers  speak  to  us.  He  has  a 
proud  record  of  nearly  three  decades  of 


for  the  trip  were  formulated  in  part  one 
week  earlier  by  Clyde  W.  Albee,  '33,  of 
the  Museum  staff.  Mr.  Albee  made  every 
effort  to  see  that  the  trip  was  meaningful 
and  of  high  educational  interest.  We 
hope  that  more  such  Museum  visits  may 
be  arranged.  Certainly  "Science  is  Fun" 
at  Science  Park. 

The  ninth  grade  English  class,  with 


brilliant  public  service.    His  career  is  living     Mr.  Campiaola,  attended  a  performance 


proof  that    in    this   great  country   success 
comes  to  him  who  is  diligent. 

Topics  in  Brief 

Our  advanced  English  classes  recently 
had  the  pleasure  of  attending  a  perform- 
ance of  the  play  "View  From  the  Bridge," 


of  King  Richard  V  at  the  Kenmore  theatre 
recently.  Laurence  Olivier  has  added  to 
his  already  great  fame  by  his  masterful 
work  in  this  play.  It  was  an  excellent  in- 
troduction to  the  Shakesperean  theatre  for 
our  ninth  graders,  and  should  help  them 
to  more  readily  appreciate  the  stature  of 
playright  Shakespeare,  whose  plays  they 


at  the  Charles  Street  Theatre.     The  play     will    study  throughout  tiieir    high  school 
was  exceedingly  well  done,  and  very  much     years. 


THOMPSON'S   ISLAND    BEACON 


The  Student  Council  sponsored  a 
spring  dance  on  April  10,  which  some  of 
the  boys  judged  as  the  "best  ever."  The 
Council  president,  Howard  Murphy,  was 
in  charge.  Music,  furnished  by  record- 
ings, was  played  over  a  sound  system  set 
up  by  Paul  Maxwell.  The  hall  was  gaily 
decorated  and  tasty  refreshments  were 
served.     Everyone  had  a  fine  time. 

The  spring  vacation  began  on  April 
11  and  continued  until  the  20th.  Nearly 
all  of  the  boys  were  home,  and  ideal 
weather  helped  make  a  most  satisfactory 
vacation  period. 

We  have  been  fortunate  in  being  able 
to  inaugurate  classes  in  Remedial  Reading 
this  year.  Mrs.  Decia  Turner,  who  has 
had  considerable  success  in  this  field, 
comes  twice  weekly  to  assist  those  of  our 
students  who  have  reading  difficulties. 

Some  of  us  at  the  school  were  eye- 
witnesses to  an  airplane  accident  on  Sun- 
day afternoon,  April  13,  An  F86D  Sabre 
Jet  developed  fuel  pump  failure.  The 
fast-thinking  pilot.  Major  Francis  T. 
Hegarty,  turned  his  ship  to  the  sea,  not 
wishing  to  risk  a  landing  which  would 
endanger  others.  He  bailed  out  over 
Dorchester  Bay,  and  moments  later  the 
plane  crashed  into  the  water  about  500 
feet  from  City  Point.  Boats  rescued  the 
pilot  almost  immediately,  and  the  plane 
was  hoisted  from  the  bay  later.  That 
no  one  was  injured  is  a  testimonial  to 
the  courage  and  training  of  Major 
Hegarty,  who  was  lauded  for  his  excellent 
judgement. 

The  varsity  baseball  season  is  under- 
way, and  the  team  plays  its  first  game  on 
April  25,  at  Brookline,  with  the  Rivers 
Country  Day  School  as  opponents.  Ten 
games  are  scheduled  for  the  team.     The 


junior  team  has  a  six  game  schedule. 
Other  seasonal  interscholastic  sports  in- 
clude tennis  and  track.  We  will  have  a 
very  busy  spring  athletic  program. 

Dana  Currier,  '00  Honored 

Note:  The  following  is  reprinted  from  the  March 
issue  of  the  Seattle,  Washington,  P.  L.  News.  We 
rejoice  that  one  of  our  alumni  has  received  a  rich, 
well  merited  honor.  Included  with  the  article  were 
three  excellent  photographs.  Our  sincere  and  warm 
congratulations  are  extended  Mr.  Currier. 

"Currier  Hall,  the  remodeled  New- 
haleni  community  hail,  was  dedicated  on 
Feb.  21,  1958  at  ceremonies  attended  by 
most  of  the  people  of  Newhalem,  and 
representatives  from  Diablo  and  Seattle. 

"Principal  speaker  was  Sup't.  Paul  J. 
Raver,  who  stressed  that  this  work  on 
Currier  Hall  was  only  a  first  step  in  the 
20-yedr  program  of  modernization  and 
construction  at  Newhalem. 

"At  the  conclusion  of  his  speech,  Dr. 
Raver  dedicated  the  Hall  to  the  people  of 
Newhalem,  but  did  not  mention  the  name 
given  to  it. 

"Then  Executive  Ass't.  Sup't.  John 
M.  Nelson  escorted  Mr.  Dana  Currier  to 
the  stage,  and  explained  that  in  his  honor 
the  building  would  be  known  as  "Currier 
Hall." 

"Other  speakers  on  the  program  in- 
cluded Director  of  Operations  D.  DeNise, 
Building  Architect  G.  Robert  Bishop, 
Dana  Currier,  former  Skagit  Headworks 
supervisor,  for  whom  the  building  was 
named,  and  CLEA  president  Gale  Midler. 

"The  building  contains  a  56  x  36  foot 
auditorium,  a  stage,  a  large  meeting  room 
which  can  be  divided  into  two  rooms  by 
a  folding  door,  two  dressing  rooms,  kitch- 
en facilities,  toilets  and  a  movie  projection 
booth." 

Again,  congratulations  Dana  Currier! 

We  hope  for  a  big  alumni  turnout  at 
the  Faneuil  Hall  band  concert. 
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